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2020-21 Budget Proposals
Due to the General Election, the announcement of the 2020-21 budget proposals was delayed until end of December. These proposals will be scrutinised on Tuesday 7 January, before being discussed by the Cabinet on 24 January and by the full Council on 13 February.
Overview

· Forecast Budget Requirement = £545.4m

· Expected Funding = £550.8m

· The remaining funding will be divided into contributions to reserves (£1.8m), investment into Highways (£0.5m) and the “Suffolk 2020 Fund” (£3m)
Council Tax

Council Tax is due to increase by 4% in 2020-21. 2% of this will be for general council tax, whilst another 2% will be the final increase for the Social Care Precept.
Suffolk 2020 Fund

£3m of the Council’s funding will be available through the “Suffolk 2020 Fund”. The purpose of this fund is to enable investment in projects focused on carbon reduction/offset, road safety, natural environment, built environment, innovation and use of technology.

The budget proposals suggest that all projects will need to have a Cabinet “sponsor” and be capable of delivery within 12 months. They must have a clear return on investment (economic, social and/or environmental) and involve non-recurring expenditure.

More details on how this funding will be allocated, and who can bid for funding, is not yet known.
Citizens Advice 

In last year’s budget, Suffolk County Council announced that it would be removing the £368,000 grant for Citizens Advice. This cut was expected to be phased in, with half of the grant cut in 2019-20 and the rest cut in the 2020-21 budget.

However, the budget proposals for 2020-21 include £120,000 funding for Citizens Advice. This grant will remain in place for three years only and will be subject to annual review of the service in terms of efficiency, income generation and impact.

After three years of additional funding, the council expects Citizens Advice to become financially independent.
Savings

There are no major cuts to services proposed in the 2020-21 budget. However, the budget does rely on the council achieving £7.2m of savings from its transformation programmes, and a further £12.3m from “mitigations and savings”.

Primary school applications 2020/21
Suffolk parents have until Wednesday 15 January 2020 to make their application to secure their child’s place at a Primary, Infant, Junior or Middle school for September 2020. Applications should be made for children born between 01 September 2015 and 31 August 2016 who are due to start primary school from September 2020.

An application for a full-time school place must be made even if a child is already attending a nursery class in an infant or primary school, a pre-school or a children’s centre next to a school site.

Applications should have been made online as this means parents and carers will receive a confirmation of their application. They can then log on to the online service on national offer day to see their school place offer and they will also receive an email to confirm this offer on the same day.  If a parent or carer is unable to apply online then they should complete a paper CAF1 application form. Both applications can be accessed at www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions or by calling 0345 600 0981.

Parents and carers are also reminded to make themselves familiar with changes to Suffolk’s School Travel Policy, which came into effect September 2019. The new policy will assess eligibility for funded school travel to the nearest suitable school with a place available. This would be whether or not an application was made for a place at that school. More information about the changes is available at www.suffolkonboard.com/schooltravel. 

If parents and carers do not apply by the closing date, their application may not be dealt with until after places have been offered to those who applied on time.
Future bus projects
Suffolk County Council is planning to launch a pilot project in early 2020, using school buses to provide bus services for rural communities during off-peak hours. The scheme will run as a pre-book service via a series of villages from Stowmarket to Cockfield, before connecting with Sudbury services. The reverse journey will happen in the afternoon. If the pilot is successful, this system may be implemented in other parts of the county.

At a Scrutiny meeting in December, the deputy cabinet member for transport announced that the council was planning to bid for around £20 million from the Department for Transport for an electric bus pilot scheme. If the bid is successful, the council has said that it plans to launch the pilot scheme within 12-18 months in the Bury St Edmunds area.
First new SEND units announced

In January 2019, Suffolk County Council agreed to provide an additional £45.1m to fund additional school and specialist units for children with SEND.

The first 10 specialist units, providing 168 spaces, are due to open in September 2020. The new units will be based at:

· Pipers Vale Primary Academy, Ipswich (Key Stage 1)

· Burton End Primary Academy (KS1)

· Murrayfield Primary Academy, Ipswich (communication and interaction needs - KS2)

· Houldsworth Valley Primary Academy (communication and interaction needs - KS2

· Causton Junior School (communication and interaction needs - KS2)

· Copleston High School, Ipswich (communication and interaction needs - KS3/4)

· Ixworth School (communication and interaction needs - KS3/4)

· Newmarket Academy (community and interaction needs - KS3/4)

· Clements Primary Academy, Haverhill (cognition and learning needs - KS2)

· Castle Manor Academy, Haverhill (cognition and learning needs - KS3/4)

Popular most Active County initiatives inspire Suffolk residents to get active and change their lives

The Great East Swim and Run programmes have been inspiring Suffolk residents to get active for the last 8 years.

The programmes offer an opportunity for individuals who are not currently physically active, to take part in a progressive programme of training and support, with the goal of taking part in the Great East Swim or Great East Run.
More than 470 individuals looking to make a positive change to their health and wellbeing have taken part in the programmes to date, with more than 85% completing the full 12 and 16 week programmes, respectively. Participants have cited that as well as weight loss and more energy, they felt a boost in confidence, improved self-esteem, and a real sense of pride and achievement through completing the programme. On average, more than 70% of participants who were inactive when they registered for the programme, continue to be regularly active 3 months after completing the course.

The programmes are suitable for all ages, with participants from 18 to 80+ taking part in previous years. Nearly 6,000 participants took part in the main Great East Swim and the Great East Run events last year, many of whom were Suffolk residents. Entries are now open for the 2020 events.
This year’s Great East Swim outreach programme will take place at Crown Pools in Ipswich and Bury St Edmunds Leisure Centre, between March and June, culminating on Saturday 20 June at the Great East Swim at Alton Water reservoir near Ipswich.

The 2020 programme is delivered by Suffolk County Council in partnership with Ipswich Borough Council, Abbeycroft Leisure Trust, Active Suffolk and Allied Health professionals.

Individuals who sign up for the programme will receive an extensive package of support which aims to provide them with the confidence, stamina and self-belief to complete their personal challenge and become active for life.

96 places are available for the programme and entries open on 6 January. To apply for a place, visit www.activesuffolk.org/greateastswim and complete the registration form.

If you are interested in taking part in the training for the Great East Swim 2020 but would like further information, please contact Carol Lukins, Programme Coordinator on 07955 735514 or at carol.lukins@suffolk.gov.uk.

Entries for the Great East Run programme will open in March 2020.
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