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Parish Report — February 2021

Councillor
Andrew Stringer (Upper Gipping) 07545423842

andrew.stringer@suffolk.gov.uk

Suffolk County Council Budget
The Suffolk County Council Budget has now been presented to Scrutiny and to Cabinet, and will
be presented to Full Council on February 11*". Questions from the public must be submitted by
12 noon on Friday 5% February. Key points include:

* This year’s budget strategy focuses on responding to COVID-19, delivering transformation
savings, making use of the risk reserve for this year only to deal with one-off pressures,
and looking ahead while continuing to adapt.

s The net expenditure budget is £597.877m.

*  Basic council tax will be raised by 1.99%, the maximum amount allowable without a
referendum. This will cost a Band D property £1,251.38 for 2021-22.

®  The Social Care Precept will be raised by 2%, rather than the full 3% allowed.

®  £16.702m from risk reserves will be used to balance the budget.

At Full Council on the 3" December, the LDGI Group proposed a biodiversity motion. If voted
through, this motion will ensure:
- Nalivians of an SCC hindivarcitu ctratao:
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Provisional headlines from Local Government Settlement that will impact SCC
budget:
e Core Spending Power increases on average by 4.5%, assuming the
maximum council tax increase of 1.99% basic and 3% Social Care Precept.
e £300m Adult Social Care Grant — £4.1m for SCC.
e £1.55bn Covid-19 Grant -- £14.7m for SCC.
® Income guarentee scheme for 2021 Collection Fund deficits — likely to fund
any SCC deficits, along with Covid-19 Grant.
e New Homes Bonus allocations — reduced to £0.2m for SCC.
e Additional £4m nationally Rural Services Delivery Grant -- £0.1 for SCC.
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COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
Latest Government advice is available here: www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
Latest SCC information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
Useful resources for parish councils to be aware of include the Suffolk Advice & Support Service, and the Local Welfare Assistance Scheme. 
Suffolk County Council Budget
The Suffolk County Council Budget has now been presented to Scrutiny and to Cabinet, and will be presented to Full Council on February 11th. Questions from the public must be submitted by 12 noon on Friday 5th February. Key points include:

· This year’s budget strategy focuses on responding to COVID-19, delivering transformation savings, making use of the risk reserve for this year only to deal with one-off pressures, and looking ahead while continuing to adapt. 

· The net expenditure budget is £597.877m. 

· Basic council tax will be raised by 1.99%, the maximum amount allowable without a referendum. 

· The Social Care Precept will be raised by 2%, rather than the full 3% allowed. 

· £16.702m from risk reserves will be used to balance the budget. 


The full detail can be found in the Cabinet papers from January 26th 2021. Link:

https://committeeminutes.suffolk.gov.uk/DocSetPage.aspx?MeetingTitle=(26-01-2021),%20The%20Cabinet 

LGDI Group Budget Amendment
The LDGI Group has constructed a Budget Amendment which will be submitted to Full Council on February 11th alongside the administration’s Budget. The key change proposed by the LDGI Group would be to authorise the use of the full 3% social care precept, unlocking the maximum available funding without impacting SCC’s reserves. This would generate an extra £3.452m for social care at a cost of only £13.41 per year to a Band D household, freeing up general council tax funds to be spent on other projects and investments including:

· £700k for establishing a COVID-19 grant scheme for Suffolk charities and arts & culture venues.

· £500k for a solar energy scheme for Suffolk businesses. 

· £200k for creating an electric bike rental scheme for Ipswich and Lowestoft. 

· £500k to re-enable the use of concessionary bus passes on community transport and demand responsive transport across Suffolk.

· £1m for a 30mph scheme to convert residential 30mph zones to a default speed limit of 20mph over four years.

· £15k for a citizen’s assembly on how Suffolk can build back better while recovering from the pandemic.  

· £75k to enable community reviews of highways signage in the local area.

· £50k to expand the flood management team to ensure SCC is applying for all flooding grants it is eligible for. 

· A demand-scoping exercise on where demand is for bus routes, a priority list for where future routes need to be, and a feasibility study on establishing an SCC-owned bus company to serve rural areas if commercial bus companies cannot. 

By opting not to take the full 3% social care precept, the administration is voluntarily giving up £3.452m of funding for adult social care that must be made up from the general council tax fund, meaning that worthwhile projects such as those above cannot be pursued. 
Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service praised for its work throughout the pandemic
Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service has been recognised nationally for its response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In particular Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) was praised for its positive contributions to the local community and commitment to the welfare of its staff.
In August 2020, Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) was commissioned by the Home Secretary to examine how fire and rescue services are responding to the pandemic.

SFRS has continued to respond to emergency calls since the beginning of the pandemic, with over 4,500 emergency calls since the first lockdown was announced in March 2020.
In addition to this, staff across SFRS have been redeployed to support other departments in Suffolk County Council, in response to the pandemic.
These include:

· Providing additional resource to colleagues in the Coroner’s Office

· Setting up and administering the first booking system and phoneline for testing key workers

· In April 2020, around 30 firefighters volunteered and trained to work alongside paramedics to drive frontline emergency NHS ambulances, in turn freeing up paramedics to care for patients

· Teams have also helped deliver food, essential items and medicine as part of the Home But Not Alone scheme
Read the COVID-19 inspection report at justiceinspectorates.gov.uk
New home schooling resource 'a godsend'
A new digital resource has been launched to help parents and carers build exercise into the daily routines of children being home schooled during lockdown.  Providing information about, and access to, a host of curriculum-based and other popular resources, the resource brings together, in one place, everything parents could need to bring exercise into the home in a fun and engaging way.
Produced as part of the popular Keep Moving Suffolk campaign, it responds to data showing that activity levels of children and young people have fallen significantly during lockdown prompting fears of a long-term impact on their physical and mental health and wellbeing.

The new resource can be found at www.keepmovingsuffolk.com/home-schooling.
Streets Guide Consultation
Suffolk County Council is currently running a consultation on a new Streets Guide, which will assist designing streets for new residential developments especially by promoting walking and cycling. The consultation closes at 5pm on 10th February 2020. Parish Councils can submit responses at the link below:

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/planning-and-development-advice/suffolk-design-streets-guide/  
Rapid Testing Centre to Open in Bury St Edmunds
A new Covid-19 rapid testing centre targeting people who unwittingly have the virus and do not show symptoms is open. It will begin operating at West Suffolk College in Out Risbygate, Bury St Edmunds, from Monday February 1 2021. 

The centres use lateral flow testing to identify people who may have coronavirus but who are asymptomatic – crucial in arresting the spread of the virus. 
The Bury St Edmunds centre will be available to anyone living or working in the town and surrounding area who is unable to work from home. Employers are also being urged to book their staff in for testing. The centres are operated on behalf of Suffolk County Council. 
The Bury St Edmunds launch follows the opening of the first centre at the University of Suffolk in Ipswich at the start of January. Lateral flow testing involves taking a swab from the throat and nose to see whether coronavirus is present in the body. The person tested will then receive a text message giving the result within an hour. 
Anyone giving a positive test will be told to self-isolate and advised on what to do next.

People are being asked to get tested twice a week, three to four days apart, as part of their weekly routine.

Anyone receiving a negative result needs to continue to follow the social distancing guidance as they may only be at the early stages of developing the virus. This is in case levels of the virus in a person at the earlier test were too low to be detected at that time.

Testing is being run by contractors Commisceo on behalf of SCC through government funding seven days a week between 7am and 7pm.
Tests are by appointment only and can be made through a booking website or calling 0333 772 6144.

The centres are only for people not showing symptoms of Covid-19.
Anyone who is showing symptoms, or who may have been in close contact with someone who has, should not visit the centre. Instead, they should ring 119 or go to the NHS website to book a test at one of the 12 symptomatic testing sites in Suffolk.

New recycling campaign aims to get Suffolk's recycling right
A new campaign has been launched in Suffolk to help people get their recycling right.
Each year more than 10,000 tonnes (about 20%) of recycling from Suffolk homes is rejected due to the wrong items being placed in Suffolk’s recycling bins. This is the same as 1 in 5 lorries full of recycling going to waste. The cost of sorting and disposing this spoiled recycling is more than £1million.
The new awareness campaign, launched by the Suffolk Waste Partnership is called Together We Can Get Our Recycling Right. It includes a leaflet to all households (PDF, 944KB) with the do’s and don’ts of what can easily be recycled at home, plus tips on how to recycle other items not accepted in home recycling bins. The campaign will be supported on the Suffolk Recycling website and social media channels.
There are three simple steps that householders can take to improve the quality of their recycling. These include:

· Put glass in a bottle bank, not in your wheelie bin

· No bagged items. Keep your recycling empty, clean and dry

· Keep all food out of your recycling bin. Put any food you cannot eat or compost in your rubbish bin.
You can recycle the following items in your recycling bin at home: plastic bottles, pots, tubs and trays, metal cans, aerosols and foil and paper, card and books. The worst offending items incorrectly found in recycling bins include glass, black sacks, food waste, cartons and nappies.
More information about what you can and can’t recycle can be found at suffolkrecycling.org.uk
Automatic Number Plate Recognition to help improve visits to Suffolk's recycling centres
Suffolk County Council has announced it will install Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras at its recycling centres. Alongside the installation of an automatic entry system at its recycling centres, these measures are intended to improve customer experience and plan for future demand.
Suffolk has long held ambitions to Create the Greenest County and the Suffolk 2020 fund, which is a programme of work all about investing in community projects, aims to support the council’s climate emergency declaration and improve Suffolk for all residents in years to come.
A booking system was introduced at Suffolk’s recycling centres in May 2020 when sites reopened following closure at the start of the first Covid-19 lockdown and saw 14,000 visits per week during the summer. This can rise up to 27,000 per week in normal times, without current social distancing rules.
The project announced today is part of the Suffolk 2020 programme and aims to improve the efficiency at the recycling centres by linking the online booking system with automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) technology and automated entry barriers.
Each of Suffolk County Council’s 11 recycling centres had the ANPR technology installed as part of its contract with FCC, who manage and run the sites in Suffolk. The council is now looking to use the technology to further improve the current booking system for residents wishing to visit the centres and make the most of the technological opportunities.
The cameras give an accurate count of vehicle numbers and also record how much time each vehicle is on site. This will allow Suffolk County Council to maximise site availability and to develop new and existing sites to better meet the needs of the increasing population of Suffolk.
Data from the system could also assist in identifying rogue traders fraudulently using the free household waste service to dispose of trade waste. The system also has the facility to link to the DVLA database and identify the type of vehicle and registered keeper details if necessary.
The council will also be working on upgrades to the booking system software to improve the customer experience by making it quicker and easier to make and amend bookings.

People can book their visit to their local recycling centre up to one week in advance. While on site, visitors are asked to maintain social distancing and it is advised that sensible footwear, gloves and face coverings are worn.

https://suffolkrecycling.org.uk/where-to-recycle/recycling-centres/suffolk-recycling-centres-booking-page
Supermarket shoppers asked to shelve COVID-19 by sticking to the basics
Suffolk needs supermarket customers to follow basic safety guidelines to stop COVID-19 from spreading.

Shoppers are being reassured that supermarkets are safe to visit, but shopping must be for essential items, the number of shopping trips should be minimised, and you must shop alone wherever possible.

Supermarkets have been, with other retailers, at the forefront of putting in safety measures to reduce infection rates.
Suffolk’s councils have been working with local stores, to ensure that staff and customers are doing what they can to prevent the virus moving from person to person. Supermarkets have received written advice and guidance, and council teams have been carrying out visits to talk with workers and shoppers.
If you are planning a trip to a supermarket or shop it is important to follow these steps, even if you have received a vaccination:

· Wash/sanitise your hands at the store entrance

· Wear a facemask, unless medically exempt

· Enter the shop alone unless you are assisting or caring for another

· Follow the signage and rules provided by the supermarket

· Only touch products that you are intending to purchase

· Keep your distance from other shoppers in the aisles and when in queues

· Wash/sanitise your hands at the store exit

The Safer Places Working group of the Suffolk Resilience Forum, has been helping co-ordinate support for supermarkets.

Help us shape ambitious new Dementia therapy initiative using virtual reality experiences
We're launching an exciting new initiative to develop virtual reality content, helping people recall and access positive memories that they hold dearly.
As part of its work in supporting local care home providers and the ongoing care of residents with Dementia, Suffolk County Council is launching an exciting new initiative to develop virtual reality content, helping people recall and access positive memories that they hold dearly. Such experiences help to complement the support offered on a day to day basis, providing a variety of positive stimulus to those using the equipment and valuable respite for their carers.
In recent years, a number of international academic studies have demonstrated proven successes in using such technology as a reminiscence and therapeutic aid to help people access memories and positive emotions, despite facing the effects of experiencing Dementia. Some care providers already use theme rooms in their settings and show archive films to residents with positive effect. Developing the use of virtual reality will support and complement the great experiences that local care providers use.
The intention is to produce a range of local, Suffolk-based films and interactive materials that people can enjoy and experience whilst sat in comfort in their usual care setting, with the support and input of their carers or family members. A set of equipment, each consisting of a headset and connecting equipment will be made available to support different areas of the county, supported by the Council’s Adult Social Work Teams. A budget of £80,000 has been granted for this project through Suffolk County Council’s Suffolk 2020 Fund, which is all about developing a range of community-focussed initiatives to support residents across the county. This money covers the cost of developing the films and materials, carrying out supporting academic research, the purchase of the equipment and the management and resourcing required to deliver the project in coming months.
As part of getting the ball rolling, the council would like to hear from people who have ideas about what kinds of films and experiences they may like to see produced.
The project team would also love to hear from care providers, service users and their family carers across Suffolk that may be potentially interested in helping to trial and take part in using the technology in months to come and take part in a service user group to drive the success of this project.
Those who are interested in taking part and/or sharing the ideas for possible content should contact the team in the first instance by emailing: suffolk2020vr@suffolk.gov.uk
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