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Suffolk County Council's Children's Services satisfies CQC in latest inspection

The Care Quality Commission are satisfied with the effective and well led care being provided by our health services for children and young people.

The county council’s children and young people’s service was inspected in November last year on a range of health services it provides for children and young people aged between 0 and 19, and their families. This inspection was carried out as an unannounced and focused inspection to look again at specific areas of the service that were previously found to be in need of further development.

The latest report also highlighted the following areas of good practice:

· The service promoted and supported breast feeding, and staff had achieved the UNICEF level one accreditation for the Baby Friendly initiative.

· Staff supported children and young people to live healthier lives

· The multidisciplinary team worked to keep the child or young person at the centre of their care.

· Through monthly feedback, patients rated the service highly, with an average of 94% of responders saying they would recommend the service to family and friends.

Budget proposal increases support to Suffolk's most vulnerable residents
In spite of continuing financial pressures faced by local government, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet is proposing significantly to increase spending by £15.5 million in its two priority areas, helping to support and protect the most vulnerable people across the county.

Recognising the unrelenting rise in demand and the complexity of support required by vulnerable children and adults in Suffolk, the council proposes increasing spending in these key services, raising the total Council budget to £519.3 million in the coming financial year, a rise of 5 per cent. Cabinet will discuss projected savings from the Council’s ongoing transformation programmes (around £13 million) and will consider a range of savings totalling around £10 million which are required to help balance its budget. Something that the council must do by law.

Plans have now been amended following positive discussions with Suffolk’s CABs. The council is now proposing a period of phased grant reduction which will see its funding reduce by half to £184,000 in 2019/20 before ending in 2020/21. To pay for the increased budget for Children and Adult services, the council is proposing a rise of 2.99 per cent in general council tax for 2019/2020, which means a Band D Council Tax becomes £1199.06. An increase of 1 per cent is also proposed to be added to the Social Care Precept, which is specifically ringfenced for use to fund adult care. The Band D Social Care Precept will be £93.07.

The council is looking to maximise the financial contribution from its long-term programmes which focus on transforming how the council delivers its services and works with other authorities and public sector partners. 
Suffolk County Council awards recycling centre contract to FCC Environment

The leading resource and waste management business, FCC Environment, has been awarded the new contract for the operation of our 11 Recycling Centres.

After a rigorous and competitive procurement process, Suffolk County Council has today announced that the leading resource and waste management business, FCC Environment, has been awarded the new contract for the operation of its countywide network of 11 Recycling Centres. The contract covers the period 16 May 2019 to 30 September 2027. FCC Environment operates some 100 Household Recycling Centres in the UK recycling 1.6 million tonnes of waste each year.
Council pushes forward plans to create more places for specialist education in Suffolk

The Cabinet will review recommendations put forward by a cross-party Policy Development Panel on Tuesday 29 January 2019.

Working together with parents/carers, education providers, partners and children to establish what support they need, Suffolk County Council wants to create more specialist education places in the county to give young people the best possible start in life with the right level of tailored support for their learning.

Between 300 to 400 places are needed for children with additional needs in Suffolk between now and 2020 and this figure is likely to continue to increase. The demand for specialist education places in Suffolk is rising rapidly due to the county’s population growth, advances in medicine and the increasing complexity of specialist needs.

Recommendations, which will be considered at Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet meeting on Tuesday 29 January, have been put forward by a cross-party Policy Development Panel (PDP) which was established to realise suitable specialist education places as promptly as possible.

Some work has already taken place in the county to deal with the increase in demand for education places for children with additional needs. A new special school in Lowestoft opened in September 2017 and following Department for Education approval another special school will open in Ipswich in 2020. Several of the county’s existing special schools have expanded and a new campus with additional space for Riverwalk School in Bury St Edmunds opened in September 2018. Work has also taken place to establish a number of specialist small groups for specific local needs.  

However, more work is needed in this area of education and Suffolk is not alone in this. The challenge Suffolk is facing is reflected nationally, with an increasing number of children requiring specialist placements, often needing to access these provisions outside of their local community and peers.  

Suffolk Fire & Rescue Service and Suffolk Trading Standards support Register My Appliance Day
You are encouraged to register large appliances that you use on a daily basis for essential chores, chill food and cook for their families.

Supporting Register My Appliance Day in January 2019, Suffolk Fire & Rescue Service and Suffolk Trading Standards are keen to remind local residents to take a few minutes on www.registermyappliance.org.uk to register the large appliances they rely on every day to handle essential chores, chill food and cook for their families.

With less than a third of these large white goods registered when they were purchased (average 31%[i]), many leading manufacturers are offering prize draws or incentives to encourage owners to get their older fridges, freezers, washing machines, dryers and cooking appliances on record, in case a safety repair is ever needed.

New research published today by the Association of Manufacturers of Domestic Appliances (AMDEA) has specifically looked at multiple-ownership asking where one, or up to four, of each type of appliance is in use in homes. As we don’t necessarily de-commission an old appliance when we buy a new one, this has permitted revised and more accurate estimates of the vast number of large white goods currently running in GB households..

The Register My Appliance web portal, is a safety initiative designed by AMDEA to make it quicker and easier to register over sixty leading brands of appliances, directly with the manufacturer. Recognising the lack of ownership information on many older products, the majority of brands offer registration of products up to at least twelve years old. However, two thirds (67%) of people have never registered an older appliance that they may have bought a couple of years ago, found in their homes when they moved in, were given by family or friends, or bought second-hand.

When respondents considered a list of nine actions that they ever take to ensure the safety of their home, making sure appliances are registered with the manufacturer rubbed along the bottom, at number eight, second only to using security cameras. Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service and Suffolk Trading Standards hope to help the local community understand why getting their appliances on record is a New Year’s resolution worth keeping.
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