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Funding approved for new SEND schools

On Tuesday 23 April the Cabinet approved a capital investment of £24.1m to develop new special education placements in Suffolk. This follows the recommendations of a cross-party Policy Development Panel earlier in the year to invest a total of £45.6m in order to develop 800 new SEND placements by 2025. Future phases of the investment will be agreed during the normal budget setting process in February of each subsequent financial year. 

The £24.1m agreed by Cabinet will be used to fund the first two years of the investment programme (2019/20 and 2020/21), to ensure that new specialist units can open as soon as possible. It is expected that 308 new places will be created by schemes due to complete in September 2020, and a further 216 places will be created by schemes due to complete in September 2021.

The capital investment of £24.1m will be financed through borrowing, at a cost of £1.2m per annum.

SEND Oversight Board

 In my previous report, I informed you that a SEND Oversight Board would be established in response to Ofsted’s ruling that Suffolk County Council’s SEND services are “inadequate”. The board is made up of councillors, officers, clinical commissioning group staff and voluntary organisations such as Suffolk Parent Carer Network.

The board met for the first time on Friday 26 April. However, despite our numerous requests to be involved, the administration have only invited one opposition representative from the Labour group. The Liberal Democrat, Green and Independent Group therefore doesn’t have the opportunity to input into these meetings.

We understand that the Oversight Board will only be meeting four times a year, with the next meeting scheduled for September. Given the urgent need for improvements in the SEND service, I am concerned at how effective this board will be.
Children's Centres Policy Development Panel

As you may be aware from media reports, my group (made up of Liberal Democrat, Green and Independent Councillors) made the decision to withdraw our representative from a Policy Development Panel that was looking into the future of family services in Suffolk.

Unfortunately, given the confidential nature of the PDP meetings, I am unable to disclose exactly what the panel had been discussing. However, as has already been reported in the media, it became clear to us that the sole focus of the panel was on reducing the number of children’s centres in the county. As a group, we value the work of children’s centres and will not be complicit in any attempts to reduce their numbers. 

More than 98% of pupils receive a preferred primary school on National Offer Day
The council received 7,505 applications from parents indicating which primary school they would prefer their child to be educated at in Reception for this year.
Over 98.6% of children were offered a place at one of their parents’ preferred schools. Some 7,037 children received offers for their first preference school and 7,403 children received an offer for one of their three preferred schools.
Almost 96% of parents applied online and they will be able to log on to the online service from today to see their child’s school place offer. They will also receive an email to confirm this offer. Letters will be sent to those who made a paper application by second class post

Any parents or carers with a child born between 1 September 2014 and 31 August 2015 who have not yet applied for a school place should make an application immediately by downloading the CAF1 application form from our website www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions or contact Suffolk County Council on 0345 600 0981.
Free compost, free advice and cheap bins to help green fingered residents
As part of International Compost Awareness Week (Sunday 5 May to Sunday 12 May), the Suffolk Waste Partnership supported ways at helping people to get composting.

Not only was there free compost and composting advice from Master Composter Volunteers, there was also the launch of this year’s low cost compost bin promotion. To coincide with late night opening at Recycling Centres on Thursdays, site staff were giving away a free 25 litre bag of compost to visitors to any of the 11 sites - between 2pm and 7pm on Thursday 9 May.
For those interested in making their own compost, the Suffolk Waste Partnership  also launched the fourth year of its successful compost bin promotion, which helps residents buy compost bins and other food digesters at discounted prices. Prices start from only £9.49 for compost bins and £9.99 for food digester systems.

On average, more than a third of the contents of Suffolk’s rubbish bins could easily be composted at home. Each household in Suffolk could compost 150kg of organic material a year, turning this waste into free soil improver.

For details of all the discounted items available to Suffolk households through the offer, and to order, please visit getcomposting.com or call 0844 571 4444.
Parish Report June 2019


Councillor 


Richard Kemp





Tresco�New Road�Long Melford�Suffolk�CO10 9JY�01787 378149�� HYPERLINK "mailto:richard.kemp@suffolk.gov.uk" �richard.kemp@suffolk.gov.uk�                       





�








