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COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
Latest Government advice is available here: www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
Latest SCC information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
Covid-19 testing in Suffolk: 
Testing is a key part in the national Covid-19 response, with the testing facility at Copdock being well used. You can ask for a test for yourself, if you have Coronavirus symptoms now (a high temperature, a new continuous cough, or loss or change to your sense of smell or taste), and for someone you live with if they have Coronavirus symptoms.

A regional testing centre for Suffolk and surrounding areas can be found at the London Road Park and Ride, Copdock, Ipswich. It is open from 8am to 7pm, every day. 

There are also various mobile testing units across Suffolk. In addition, home testing kits can be requested.
Home, but not Alone:  
Find support during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, including our emergency phoneline if you need urgent help - 0800 876 8700 - This is a free telephone service

Looking after your mental and physical health while at home:  
Explore advice to keep yourself healthy during the COVID-19 crisis, including Keep Moving Suffolk and Five Ways to Wellbeing. 
Parent guidance about schools during COVID-19 pandemic: 
From 1 June it is expected that school will gradually begin to reopen to more pupils, in addition to accommodating children of key workers and vulnerable pupils. The phased opening of schools will start with pupils in nurseries, reception, year one and year six. Secondary schools and other schools such as pupil referral units and special schools will also gradually increase the number of children and young people they can accommodate. For secondary schools this will start with year 10 and year 12. 

Suffolk County Council has been supporting schools in preparing for the possibility of increased pupil numbers and have provided all schools with a risk assessment checklist.

Important: It is not compulsory for parents to send their children to school at this time and there will be no penalties for families who choose to keep children at home.
Active travel improvements for cycling and walking:  
Find out what safe spaces have been created for you to walk or cycle in Suffolk - as part of plans to move out of COVID-19 lockdown.

Suffolk County Council has confirmed that local councils and communities can make some small-scale temporary changes to pavements without needing to seek consent from the county council. These will be local safety measures on pavements that outline queuing areas, social distancing reminders or simple painted markings on pavement surfaces for pedestrians. However, if the activity that the community wants to carry out requires working on or in the road, then the county council will need to be contacted first. If communities are unsure of where their proposed changes fit, they are encouraged to contact the county council at: transport.schemes@suffolk.gov.uk.

We have also been encouraging the county council to make more radical changes to the road layout to support cycling and walking. The Department for Transport has announced a £2bn package to boost cycling and walking capacity in the UK, and this is an opportunity for councils to tackle historic congestion problems by encouraging a change in the behaviours of their residents by giving a fairer share of road space to walkers and cyclists.
Suffolk's response to Coronavirus (COVI-19):  

Find out what Suffolk County Council is saying about the local COVID-19 situation, and how to follow live updates from us.

Advice for businesses regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19): 

Learn what support is available for businesses in Suffolk to cope with the effects of Coronavirus (COVID-19).
Recycling Centres reopen with booking system
Suffolk County Council have reopened household waste recycling centres, following weeks of closure due to the lockdown. They are operating on a booking system, to help reduce traffic disruption on roads around the sites and support social distancing on site for staff and members of the public. 
Members of the public will need to book a 15-minute slot online at www.suffolk.gov.uk/recyclingcentres or by calling 0345 606 6067. It is not possible to access the sites without a booking.

The following temporary rules apply:

· No access to site without pre-booking

· Cars, car-derived vans, and pedestrians only – no larger vans, trailers or commercial-type vehicles

· One adult to unload, unless 2 adults needed for heavy items 

· No staff assistance to unload vehicles

· Chargeable DIY waste (soil, rubble and hardcore) will be accepted, but payment must be made using contactless cards only

· No trade waste, textiles or re-use items accepted

Domestic Abuse helpline available 24/7
The existing Domestic Abuse Outreach Service, run by Suffolk County Council and Anglia Care Trust, has extended its 0800 977 5690 freephone number to be available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Anyone with concerns including professionals who may be supporting clients, as well as friends and families who are concerned for loved ones, can access this local support.

People in Suffolk to benefit from a virtual care response
Suffolk County Council, in partnership with RETHINK Partners and Alcove are providing virtual care and support to vulnerable or shielded people.

The service is provided through the rapid roll-out of the Alcove Video Carephone, a simple communication device that allows people with little or no technological ability to have two-way video contact with care workers, family members and other approved service providers. This will help with tasks that don’t require face-to-face visits and therefore limit their exposure to infection. For example, carers can check visually if medications are being taken, set prompts and reminders or carry out welfare and wellbeing checks.
Users are being supported to set up the Alcove Video Carephones remotely and their friends and family members can also be added during set-up. The Council is working closely with care providers and partners to identify the most appropriate people, to receive the device.

EDF submits application for Sizewell C DCO
On 27 May, EDF submitted an application for a development consent order for Sizewell C to the Planning Inspectorate.

I am very concerned about EDF’s decision to go ahead with an application during the current crisis, as it will be much more difficult for the public and stakeholders to fully scrutinise the plans and participate in the consultation process.
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