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Appointment to Committees at Suffolk County Council
I have recently  been appointed to Development Committee and Audit Committee within Suffolk County Council.
East of England public health chiefs come together to urge caution from July 19th
With more than 40% of people in the local region yet to be double vaccinated, council leaders and directors of public health are urging caution.

They have pointed to recent rises in infections in the younger age groups– which is beginning to lead to significant increases in people aged 60+ across our region. And they have re-iterated the steps that everyone needs to take to protect the most vulnerable.

In each part of our region there are positive examples which demonstrate where local businesses, public sector and voluntary organisations are coming together to support others to take positive choices to play their part and do the right thing to keep infection levels as low as possible over the summer.
Thanks for thinking of others - praise for public for continuing to take COVID precautions
Health chiefs in Suffolk have thanked the public for continuing to wear masks and observing COVID precautions since the lifting of restrictions.

The Government removed the remaining coronavirus rules on Monday July 19 under step four of its roadmap out of lockdown.

The easing meant people are no longer required to wear facemasks in public places such as shops, although they are recommended for crowded areas such as public transport.  Venues such as nightclubs can re-open and employers can begin to phase in a return to the workplace for staff working from home.

However, Prime Minister Boris Johnson has urged people to use common sense and personal judgement by considering the risks to themselves and others.

Suffolk says thanks for going the extra mile
Over the last 16 months, countless people in Suffolk have gone the extra mile by helping others, such as volunteering, doing the shopping for a friend or putting a neighbour’s bins out. Saying thank you to people who have helped means a great deal, which is why the latest stage of the ‘Suffolk Says Thanks’ campaign is about celebrating everyday acts of kindness by presenting people with a specially designed pin badge.

Voluntary organisations, local councils and others who are part of the Collaborative Communities Board will be presenting the new Suffolk Says Thanks badges to Suffolk residents who have gone above and beyond during the coronavirus pandemic.

Everyone can get involved by saying thank you to others through the campaign website. By visiting suffolksaysthanks.com , people can thank a friend, a volunteer, neighbour or family member by downloading and sharing one of the free cards, posters or social media graphics.

The Suffolk Says Thanks campaign launched in June 2020, inspiring school children to link up with the county’s care homes, and countless messages of thanks to people across Suffolk for the little – and often big – things they do that make a difference to others’ lives.

The campaign is based on the five ways to wellbeing: a simple framework for looking after our mental health. A bit like eating five fruit and vegetables each day is good for our physical health, the five ways to wellbeing are the equivalent for mental wellbeing. Giving to others – including saying thank you – is an ideal way of meeting your five ways to wellbeing.
Easing of restrictions when visiting Suffolk's Recycling Centres
Suffolk is set to continue on its path of working towards full capacity at recycling centres after Monday 19 July saw the end to lockdown.

Much like many other recycling centres across the country, Suffolk’s Recycling Centres have been operating a socially distanced system during the pandemic.

From 19 July, there will be some changes to the rules when visiting the county’s recycling centres, but you will still need to book, pending a full review of arrangements.

The changes will take place in two phases to enable a managed increase in the number of bookings and to ensure that sites are operating safely and effectively.

Phase one from Monday 19 July
· The one visit per week rule will remain in place, but an extra 3,760 slots will become available per week

· Cars with small trailers will now be able to book a 15 min car slot (750kg max gross weight, single axle and unbraked) and will also be allowed at Haverhill Recycling Centre

· Cars with large trailers will now book a 30 min large trailer/van slot (over 750kg max gross weight, double axle or braked), apart from at Haverhill Recycling Centre due to its size

· Vans without trailers will be able to book at all Recycling Centres (including Haverhill). Vans must book a 30 min van slot

· Vans with trailers are still prohibited from using any of the recycling centres

· Social distancing will be removed from all sites. Cars can park next to each other (as directed by site staff) and restrictions on number of people on walkway/gantry removed

· Staff will be able to assist visitors if requested. (All staff will wear FFP3 standard face coverings when assisting and follow good practice on Covid hygiene)

· More than one adult will now be allowed to unload per vehicle

· Guidance will remain for the public to continue wearing face coverings if possible. Face coverings for staff remain optional except when assisting the public

Phase two from Monday 16 August (In addition to changes in phase 1)

· An additional 4,500 slots will be made available per week, taking Suffolk’s Recycling Centres to full capacity (weekly total to 27,422)

· Removal of one visit per week rule for household waste

· Trade waste will remain restricted to one visit per week (to ensure fair usage of the system which is mainly designed for residents’ household waste)

A customer survey from March 2021 revealed 91% of booking system users were satisfied or very satisfied (with a further 4% being neutral) and 92% of customers had a problem-free experience when using the booking system.

Highways:  Overgrown paths and footways and blocked gullies
Suffolk County Council are currently running approximately 3 weeks behind their annual maintenance programme for cutting back and clearing public footpaths, weeds on streets and gullies, however the ground maintenance team are working hard to catch up and complete all works as soon as possible.
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