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Decades of service and bravery recognised across Suffolk's Fire service

Firefighters, staff and members of the public were honoured for their bravery and commitment at the annual Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service awards.

Firefighters, staff and members of the public were honoured for their bravery and commitment at the annual Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service awards, held at Ipswich East Fire Station this week. 41 certificates of merit and awards for good conduct and service were presented, including Special Certificates of Long Service to staff who have each given over 40 years of duty.
Peter Banthorpe, a member of the public, was recognised for his quick-thinking and life-saving actions during a kitchen fire in an Ipswich house. His selfless bravery not only saved the occupant but also significantly reduced fire damage to the property.

The Volunteer of the Year award was presented to John Sones, who is a Community Fire Volunteer. John has been supporting events, carrying out community safety work across Suffolk, making homes visits to install smoke alarms and advising people how to keep their property safe.
Ruth Elliott and Charlotte Godfrey received Recruit of the Year awards, for achieving exceptionally high marks in courses and exams, and for inspiring others. The Alan Soards Award for Best Fire Station went to Wickhambrook, which celebrated its 50th anniversary this year, raising £1,200 for the Firefighters Charity and St Nicholas Hospice Care, and has continued to work closely with the local community.
The evening was hosted by Councillor Richard Rout and Chief Fire Officer, Mark Hardingham. Awards were presented by the High Sheriff for Suffolk, George Vestey, Deputy Lieutenant for the County of Suffolk, Terry Hunt and Chairman of Suffolk County Council.

Window now open to apply for Primary and Secondary school places

Parents and carers can now apply for primary and secondary school places for September 2019.
The deadline for applications to secure a place at a Suffolk secondary school is Wednesday 31 October 2018 and for a primary school it is Wednesday 15 January 2019. Secondary schools include high and upper schools and primary schools includes infant, junior and middle schools.
Last year, Suffolk County Council received over 15,000 applications from parents and carers indicating which school they would prefer their child to be educated at from September 2018.  93% of applicants received offers for their first preference school and more than 98% of applicants received an offer for one of their top three preferred schools.
This year, parents and carers will also need to consider the changes to Suffolk’s School Travel Policy, which were agreed by Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet on 19 June 2018.  The new policy will assess eligibility for funded school travel to the nearest suitable school with a place available. More information about the changes is available at www.sufffolk.gov.uk/admissions
Parents and carers should apply online at www.sufffolk.gov.uk/admissions as they will receive confirmation that we have received their application. If for any reason parents and carers are unable to apply online they should apply on a paper CAF1 application form. Suffolk County Council is unable to acknowledge receipt of paper applications and therefore suggest that proof of posting is obtained.

A completed application must be submitted for every child wanting a secondary school place or a primary school place from September 2019. If you are planning to move house or you think your circumstances may change before September, it is still important to make an application on time. Advice and guidance about this process is available at www.sufffolk.gov.uk/admissions
Families who apply online will be able to log on to the Online Service on the National Offer Day, Friday 1 March 2019 for secondary school places and Tuesday 16 April for primary school places to see their offer of a school place, and they will receive an email to confirm this offer on the same day. Offer letters will be sent by second class post to applicants, who made a paper application.

Information to help parents and carers make their application is available at www.sufffolk.gov.uk/admissions
Have your say on a bright future for local design

Take part in a survey about the Suffolk Design Guide. The survey closes on Wednesday 31 October 2018.

What makes Suffolk a special place in which to live, work and be?

Inspired by award-winning designer Wayne Hemingway, a ground-breaking “Design Guide” for building and development in Suffolk is being created by the county’s local authorities. Critical to its success will be local input and with this in mind, a survey has now been launched to ensure that the views of Suffolk people play a key role in future decisions.

Although other counties have produced similar guides, this will be the first that incorporates the wishes and opinions of the people that matter most: those that live (or have lived) in, work in or visit the county. Essentially, the people that love Suffolk.

The Suffolk Design Guide will provide ground rules for planning applications for future Suffolk projects.

The survey asks people to say what they do and don’t like about the way Suffolk is currently built, from its public buildings to street lighting

The survey is just the start of the process and the councils will work with other public bodies, land owners, developers, parish councils, architects, engineers, artists, and amenity groups to finalise the finished guide. A wide range of events will also take place including conferences, study tours, community events, developer meetings and interactive exercises.  

The survey will remain open until Wednesday 31 October 2018
Thousands of Households across Suffolk able to save money and reduce their carbon footprint

Residents who registered with Solar Together Suffolk, will be offered savings of around 20% on new solar panels for their homes.
Suffolk residents who registered their interest with Solar Together Suffolk, to generate their own solar power, will be offered savings of around 20% on new solar panels for their homes.

More than 5,000 households in the region stand to benefit from this great discount, following the success of the council-led group buying scheme for solar panels. Solar Together Suffolk, led by Suffolk County Council, has joined forces with similar schemes in Essex and Norfolk and thousands of homeowners will soon be receiving their personalised offers for a new Solar PV system.

As an example of typical savings, a home which was quoted for 14 solar panels (3.8 kW) on its roof would save around £1,100. Installation would typically cost £5,200 in the current market, but with the Solar Together scheme, it will now cost around £4,100. The expected outcome of this scheme is a phenomenal 2.5 MW of installed solar power which will save some 880 tons of CO2 emissions.
The winning contractor for the installations is EEC Ltd. which has 27 years of experience specialising in renewable energy, security, electrical, plumbing and home improvements. Over the last nine years it has installed more than 15,000 renewable energy systems. The discount they will be able to pass on to Solar Together Suffolk residents will be between 18% and 22% below the typical market price.

It is not too late to register your interest for solar panels to be installed in your home. Registration will remain open to households until 19 October, simply visit www.solartogethersuffolk.co.uk It is free to register and there is no obligation to buy.
Registrants will also be invited to visit information events being organised throughout the three counties.
Search on to find Suffolk's most active communities

Suffolk  County Council and Suffolk Association of Local Councils have launched their annual search to find the most active town and villages in Suffolk.
The idea behind the competition, now in its fifth year, is to recognise and celebrate the hard work that communities across Suffolk, both large and small, do to encourage their residents to be active. It seeks to find the most active town, most active large village (population of more than 1,000) and most active small village (population of less than 1,000).
Besides the honour of being named as the most active town or village in Suffolk the winner from each category will receive an engraved brass plaque as a permanent recognition of their achievement. In 2017 the award winners were Mendham and Withersdale Street, (who triumphed for the second year running) Shotley, Stradbroke and Kesgrave.
Entry forms for this year’s competition can be downloaded from www.mostactivecounty.com. The closing date for entries is Wednesday 17th October 2018.
Shortlisted communities from each category will be invited to the SALC AGM on the 6th November 2018 where the winners and runners up will be announced.

"Staying Close" scheme launched to support Care leavers
Suffolk County Council have been awarded funding by the Department of Education for a three-year pilot scheme to support young people leaving care in Suffolk. The “Staying Close” scheme was launched on Thursday 9 August.

The aim of the scheme is to help young people from the age of 15 start planning for independent living with the assistance and support of residential care workers. This planning often only occurs close to the time a young person is due to move-out, causing unnecessary anxiety and distress. Early intervention and detailed planning from a younger age should help to alleviate this.

Young people will also continue to receive emotional and practical support from their children’s home and residential workers after they have moved out and started living independently. 

The pilot scheme is being delivered in partnership with The Ryes Children’s Home in Sudbury, to test how this move-on care can be provided for young people who want to remain living close to their home.
Reduction in recycling rates harm "Greenest County" ambitions
Recycling rates in Suffolk have dropped over the past 4 years, from 51% in 2013 to just 47% in 2017. Meanwhile, over 50% of waste in Suffolk is incinerated – much higher than the national average of 38%.

Although incineration may be a better option than landfill, it is still less environmentally-friendly than other methods of waste disposal. Furthermore, there are concerns that the level of harmful particles released by incinerators could pose a serious threat to public health.

The Suffolk Waste Partnership, as part of the Greenest County Partnership, set a target of recycling at least 60% of municipal waste by 2020. These latest figures suggest we are moving further away from this target. If Suffolk County Council truly wants Suffolk to be the “greenest county”, we need to start focusing on environmentally-friendly methods of waste disposal and ways to increase recycling levels in the county.
Superfast Broadband coverage continues to grow
Superfast broadband coverage continues to increase (currently over 93%) as it was confirmed that 98% coverage will be achieved in 2020.

Councillor Matthew Hicks, Leader of Suffolk County Council, Jo Churchill, MP for Bury St Edmunds and Clive Selley, CEO of Openreach, were joined by representatives from West Suffolk Council, Suffolk Chamber of Commerce, Church of England, Country Land and Business Association (CLA), National Farmers Union (NFU) and the Better Broadband for Suffolk Team to confirm plans to reach 98% coverage in 2020.

Nine out of every 10 homes and businesses in Suffolk now have superfast broadband available. The Better Broadband for Suffolk programme has provided an additional 967 structures providing superfast broadband to over 110,000 premises that were not in commercial plans. This takes to total superfast broadband coverage to over 93%.
To check if your property can now access superfast broadband, visit the website at www.betterbroadbandsuffolk.comand check your area for coverage. 
The roll out is ongoing and Suffolk County Council is committed to delivering full coverage as quickly as possible.

It is important to remind people that a switch to fibre broadband is not automatic. Each household or business will need to contact an internet service provider to upgrade their connection.
Councils call for Power Companies to co-ordinate
A joint statement from Suffolk County Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council, calling for better coordination of power project planning in east Suffolk.

Suffolk local authorities have used the response to Scottish Power Renewables current consultation to call for energy firms to co-ordinate their work plans better – to reduce the disruption of their project on local communities.

In a joint response, Suffolk County Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council have highlighted the power company’s plan to site a substation in Friston, despite fierce local opposition, as an example of the piecemeal approach to the planning of these projects – and how local needs are being ignored. East Suffolk is becoming increasingly important nationally for providing electricity for the nation – with a series of major projects in the pipeline.

Estimates suggest that this area will be responsible for a quarter of the country’s electricity supply by the 2030s. But the infrastructure projects to generate and produce this electricity obviously have a major effect on the environment and the local communities.

Now, in responding to the current consultation being run by Scottish Power Renewables, the local authorities have highlighted the cumulative effect of all these projects – and appealed for the power companies to work together to minimise the disruption.

The local authorities have also raised the issue directly in a very positive meeting with Rt Hon Claire Perry MP, Minister of State for Energy and Clean Growth and the local MP Therese Coffey. 
In addition to the existing Sizewell B nuclear power stations and sub-stations for the Galloper and Greater Gabbard offshore wind farms, the area is now expecting the Sizewell C nuclear power station plus two sub-stations for Scottish Power Renewables East Anglia Offshore 2 and 1 (North) schemes; two inter-continental connector converter stations for National Grid Ventures and a single major National Grid Transmission substation connecting these to the pylon lines.

The issue has been particularly highlighted during this round of consultation by Scottish Power Renewables, which is ignoring calls by the local authorities to review its decision to place its substation in Friston – meaning 5 miles of countryside will needlessly have to be dug up for cables to reach the substation and there may be multiple huge buildings.

Suffolk County Council and Suffolk Coastal have worked together to prepare this joint response to the Scottish Power Renewables consultation. These developments are seen very much as game changers, as part of a wider package of economic development investments in the area that the Councils want to embrace and support whilst acknowledging that to do this comprehensively, for the future benefit of the area needs the support of Government to help get it right.

The Councils state they support and embrace the principle of low carbon energy generation and the trading of energy across a European wide transmission network and want to help them be delivered if the local dividend is for the benefit of the whole area.

Therefore the Councils are committed to working together to ensure that where such schemes are brought forward they will have a positive impact on Suffolk, and East Suffolk in particular; supporting significant local growth by delivering:

· substantial economic benefits

· significant and sustained training and skills opportunities

· substantial community benefits
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