[image: image1.jpg]—




COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
Latest Government advice is available here: www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
Latest SCC information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
Launch of new support line to help those with financial, job or housing worries
A phoneline went live on 1 October 2020 to help people across Suffolk access information or support relating to debt, benefits, housing or employment.
This support service is in response to the financial impact that Covid-19 has had, and continues to have, on people across Suffolk. It is estimated that the number of people claiming Universal Credit in Suffolk has increased by 75% (approx. 24,000) since March and there has been a 238% increase in the amount of food handed out to single adults and families from Suffolk’s foodbanks. There are also 104,000 people still furloughed from their jobs.
Citizens Advice Suffolk Alliance, which includes the eight Citizens Advice Bureaus across Suffolk, and Anglia Care Trust and Ipswich Housing Action Group will deliver advice and support to people through a single phoneline. Call handlers will use resources and information from across many Suffolk organisations and specialist providers, which can be tailored to individual needs. 
The phoneline is funded by Suffolk Public Sector Leaders and has been developed by Suffolk-wide partners on the Collaborative Communities Covid-19 Board, which is part of the Suffolk Resilience Forum.
The phoneline, 0800 068 3131, is open from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday
Financial impact of Covid-19 on Suffolk County Council Budget
Suffolk County Council has published their Quarter 1 Budget Monitoring Report. This focuses heavily on the impact of Covid-19 on the council’s finances. The council is currently forecasting a net overspend of just £0.4m (0.1%) for the 2020-21 budget. The headline figures are:
Additional expenditure from core budget - £41.2m

· £43.9m – additional expenditure and lost income due to Covid-19

· Offset by underspend of £2.7m from non-Covid business as usual activity
Additional funding - £40.8m

· £39.1m – non-ringfenced Covid-19 grants from the Government 

· £1.7m – additional funding from business rates

Children's Centres cuts given go-ahead by Scrutiny Committee
Following the Cabinet’s decision in August to close 10 children’s centres, my group joined forces with the Labour group to challenge this decision. Our challenge focused on concerns over the lack of financial analysis and the lack of clarity over the new outreach model.
The challenge was discussed by the Scrutiny Committee on 11 September. Unfortunately, the majority of the Committee voted against our challenge and endorsed the Cabinet’s decision. This means that the planned changes to children’s centres in Suffolk will go ahead.
Parents urged to have their say on school admissions consultation
Following The county council is seeking views on its proposed admissions policy for the 2022/2023 school year as well as future arrangement. This is to ensure school places are offered to children in a fair way.

The consultation, which started on Thursday 1 October 2020 will run until Thursday 12 November 2020.

The proposals include plans to:

· amend the oversubscription criteria for voluntary controlled schools. A family and/or child must be practising members of the Church of England (or other church within the Worldwide Anglican Communion) for a minimum period of one year for this criteria to apply. There is also clarification on what to do if churches are closed due to COVID-19.

· Treat a twin, triplet or other multiple birth as siblings as soon as a school named on the Education, Health and Care plan. This does not apply to siblings of children in a specialist unit or a specialist resource base for Hearing Impaired provision or a nursery, because they do not meet the sibling definition in the oversubscription criteria.

Governing bodies and academy trusts are responsible for admissions to voluntary aided, free schools and academies. If you want to view the arrangements for these schools, you should contact the school directly. Some of these schools proposed admission arrangements for 2022/2023 are within the consultation if they requested it.

A paper copy of the survey can be requested by calling, 0345 603 1842.
More information about these changes can be found on the Suffolk County Council Website.
Boundary Review restarts with consultation on draft recommendations
Following a delay due to Covid-19, the Boundary Commission has restarted the boundary review for Suffolk with a consultation on their draft recommendations, which include a reduction to 70 councillors. Any boundary changes will not be implemented until the 2025 elections.
The draft recommendations and boundary changes are available to view on the Boundary Commission’s website: https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/eastern/suffolk/suffolk-county-council 
The consultation on these recommendations will run from 15 September – 23 November and can be found here: https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/have-your-say/18495 

Council announces £300,000 for electric vehicle charging points in rural Suffolk
100 fast charging points for electric vehicles will be installed in rural parts of the county by Suffolk County Council.

The council will be reaching out to interested parish and town councils and non-profit organisations, to put in fast chargers where there are currently none. The funding will cover the installation and set-up costs, meaning very little expense for the hosts and possibly creating a source of income for them.
This project is the first to benefit from the council’s Suffolk 2020 Fund, which was announced earlier this year. It is a £3m fund for the council’s own projects to bid into, which must help address its climate emergency declaration and improve Suffolk for all residents in years to come.
The £300,000 award will link into the council’s existing Plug In Suffolk project which was launched in February 2019. It is the UK’s first ‘fully open’ public fast charging network for electric vehicles, meaning drivers simply pay by contactless payment with no need to register their details.
The fast charging points supplied by Plug In Suffolk do not require any registration, membership or apps - drivers simply park, plug in and charge using contactless payment.
There have already been expressions of interest for charging points from around 20 suitable sites. In the coming weeks, officers from Suffolk County Council will be contacting town and parish councils to investigate more possible locations.
For further information on Plug In Suffolk or to apply to join the network, visit www.greensuffolk.org/plug-in-suffolk
Suffolk County Council decides to oppose Sizewell C
The Cabinet at Suffolk County Council agreed on 22 September that they can no longer support EDF Energy’s proposals for Sizewell C in their current form. However, the Cabinet maintained their support for the principle of a new nuclear power station in Suffolk.
The Cabinet’s key concerns were regarding transport impacts, site design and the environmental impact on the Suffolk coast. The Cabinet also believe that the current proposals do not sufficiently avoid, minimise, mitigate or compensate impacts of the proposed development. 
These concerns will be submitted as Relevant Representations to the Planning Inspectorate. 

Work to begin on temporary cycle lanes in Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk County Council will soon be installing temporary cycle lanes in Bury St Edmunds following instruction from Government.
The temporary measures are intended to make active travel, walking and cycling, safer and easier to avoid overcrowding the transport network and to support the town’s transition from lockdown into the cautious recovery phase from COVID-19. The interventions will ensure those people who need and want to make essential journeys and take exercise by foot or bike can do so whilst maintaining social distancing.

The county council will:

· Close Lancaster Avenue at its junction with Tollgate Lane to motorised traffic. This will create a safer, quieter neighbourhood for residents, pedestrian and cyclists – particularly those traveling to the nearby primary and secondary schools.

· Change the junction layout at Northgate Street and Mustow Street to improve provision for cyclists. The scheme will reallocate some of the road space to cyclists by introducing a lightly segregated mandatory cycle lane which will stretch back past the junction with Looms Lane.
Construction of these schemes are planned for 29th September and will take 4 nights to complete.

· Improve cycle provision on Risbygate Street. A lightly segregated mandatory cycle lane will be introduced on the north side of the road from its junction with Parkway to its junction with St Andrews Street (North).These improvements will form part of a corridor-based approach which will ultimately see improvements on the key east-west corridor from Newmarket Road, through Risbygate Street and Brentgovel Street and onto Looms Lane where it will join improvements planned on Northgate Street.
The schemes will be delivered temporarily in the first instance for a minimum six-month trial period. During the implementation phase the county council is keen to hear from local residents and commuters before decisions are made on any permanent changes.
If any of the schemes are not working as anticipated, Suffolk County Council can change their locations, add other measures or remove schemes at short notice. This can occur at anytime during the implementation phase.

Local residents will be able to have their say by filling in a short survey at www.suffolk.gov.uk/walkingandcycling and selecting the location or by scanning the QR Code which will be on signage at the schemes. The survey will be open from Friday 2nd October 2020.
After the trial period, Suffolk County Council will then decide if the changes are going to become permanent. The feedback provided by local residents will help inform this decision.
Suffolk County Council is implementing a variety of measures across the county’s towns that will allow more people to carry out exercise and support well being, whilst continuing to follow the latest guidelines from Government. This includes widening existing cycle lanes and footpaths, providing temporary footpaths and cycle lanes and changing traffic signal timings to reduce waiting times for pedestrians and cyclists.

To keep up to date with Suffolk County Council’s latest information on active travel improvements across Suffolk, visit suffolk.gov.uk/walkingandcycling.
Local authorities are being encouraged to make significant changes to road layouts across the country, following the Transport Secretary Grant Shapps’ announcement of a £250m investment on swift emergency interventions to make walking and cycling safer and easier during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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