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COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
Latest Government advice is available here: www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
Latest SCC information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
Personal Message from Richard 

Here we are approaching the 'Festive Season' once again, however this year festivities may be as never before.  2020 has indeed been a year like none other, we have faced challenges in personal, work, social and community aspects of our daily living as we have gone through two National lockdowns as we try to stay safe and protect those most vulnerable from Coronavirus.
I am very proud of how our communities have worked together to make sure the lonely feel connected and that those who need additional help have received the support they need. To everyone who has helped, by offering emotional, mental and physical support, I extend my sincere vote of thanks to you all, you are all amazing!
Stay safe, know you are not alone and I wish you every health and happiness for Christmas and New Year and lets all hope 2021 is safer for us all.

Home, but Not Alone phoneline goes live again 3rd November 2020
The Home, But Not Alone free phoneline, which supports vulnerable people in our communities who may be struggling with the impact of Coronavirus. The service was paused in August because of low demand and the lifting of Covid-19 restrictions. However, in light of Thursday’s national lockdown, the service is now up and running again.

The telephone number is freephone 0800 876 6926 and will be staffed from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday.
Call handlers use resources and information from across many Suffolk organisations and specialist providers, which are tailored to individual needs.
County Council AGM

This month saw the Annual General Meeting of the County Council, which I attended. The AGM should have taken place in May, but was delayed due to COVID-19. Cllr Graham Newman was elected Chairman of the County Council until the next AGM in May 2021. Cllr Louis Busuttil was elected Vice Chairman. 

Cllr Brambley-Crawshaw, Leader of the LDGI Group, gave an executive speech praising the dedication of Suffolk County Council officers and public sector workers who have pulled together to combat the pandemic. She also called for more co-operation between local politicians to combat the issues of the pandemic and climate change.
Boundary review consultation on Draft Recommendations continues
Following a delay due to Covid-19, the Boundary Commission consultation on their draft recommendations continues. Recommendations include a reduction to 70 councillors. Any boundary changes will not be implemented until the 2025 elections.

The draft recommendations and boundary changes are available to view on the Boundary Commission’s website: https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/eastern/suffolk/suffolk-county-council 

The consultation on these recommendations will run from 15 September – 23 November and can be found here: https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/have-your-say/18495 
Initial report published about SEND services during Covid-19 pandemic following Ofsted and CQC visits to local Authorities
A report has been published looking into the support for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities during the COVID-19 pandemic. An initial report has been published by Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) looking into the support for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Suffolk was visited by Ofsted and the CQC in October, as one of eighteen local authorities taking part in the study. The purpose of the visits are for Ofsted and the CQC to gather evidence to inform future national improvements for children and young people with SEND across Education, Health and Care. This was not an inspection of Suffolk County Council or Health Services.
The overall aim of these visits was to:

· Support the local area to understand the impact of the pandemic on children and young people with SEND and their families.

· Find out what has worked well for children and young people during this time, what the challenges have been and what lessons have been learned.

· Work with the local area to identify opportunities for improvement that address the challenges faced by children and young people with SEND.

· Highlight best practice case studies and share insights nationally to promote whole system learning.
The voices of children, young people and families were gathered through case studies and via a survey. Ofsted and the CQC also spoke to the education health and care professionals who work with young people with SEND.

Ofsted and the CQC provided the local area with a summary letter, the letter summarises the visit and provides more detail on the specific information shared with the visiting team, it reflects the Suffolk response during the pandemic.

Suffolk was part of the first six visits which took place in October. A national report will be published in spring 2021, reporting the learning from visits across all eighteen areas.
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