[image: image1.jpg]—




COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
Latest SCC information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
Latest Government advice is available here: www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Vaccination Appointments can be booked here: www.sneevaccine.org.uk 

Cabinet Meeting
The Cabinet will meet to discuss the core budget, and vote on whether to pass the budget through to Full Council to be finalised on 17th February. The Cabinet are also voting on adopting the Carbon Budget, as well as the recommendations to enhance Suffolk Biodiversity – making this a key priority moving forward. After the Cabinet meeting, you will be updated on the decisions made. 
Cabinet documents can be found here:  https://committeeminutes.suffolk.gov.uk/DocSetPage.aspx?MeetingTitle=(01-02-2022),%20The%20Cabinet 

Budget Scrutiny Meeting 
The Scrutiny Committee met on 11th January to discuss the Conservative’s budget proposals for this year. Our Group believes the budget did not raise the Social Care Precept tax to the necessary amount. Suffolk GLI believes this needs to be raised to a 3% increase, to aid in Suffolk’s social care crisis. This recommendation was rejected by the Conservatives. 
Furthermore, the Conservative’s failed to deliver on providing a Carbon Budget to work alongside the core budget. The Carbon Budget is aimed to help us understand the level of emissions the Council are responsible for and helps to achieve the Council’s ambition of being carbon-neutral by 2030. It is important the Carbon Budget is scrutinised, as there are many issues with data collection and performance measures that haven’t been addressed. Our Group raised concerns about this for next year.

Transport East
Suffolk County Council’s regional transport body, Transport East, has drafted its new strategy for the future. It explains the investment and priorities Transport East aims to provide, to develop a leading transportation network. 
Suffolk GLI are concerned with the emphasis on profit and growth. Instead, a strategy for the future should focus on improved public transportation, greener energy, and walking and cycling infrastructure. Suffolk GLI submitted their comments to Transport East, in the hope they reconsider their strategy. Visit the Suffolk GLI website for our response.
For more information, visit: https://www.transporteast.org.uk/ 

New Discovering Suffolk App
As part of the two year ‘Discovering Suffolk’ project, Discover Suffolk has launched a free mobile app to help access and enjoy the countryside. The app provides over 100 guided walking, cycling and riding trails to explore.

To download the app for free head over to the Discover Suffolk website 
https://www.discoversuffolk.org.uk/discover-suffolk-app/ or search for ‘Discover Suffolk’ in the app catalogue on your phone.

Suffolk Libraries Day 2022
Suffolk Libraries Jumpstart January wellbeing campaign ran again throughout January. Working with Wellbeing Suffolk, Suffolk Libraries offered a programme of free online fitness activities and wellbeing drop-ins. Hundreds of people enjoyed the activities already which include yoga, pilates, and creative dance.
Suffolk Libraries is running an online book festival in March, as part of Suffolk Libraries Day 2022. Suffolk Libraries Day is a celebration of the county’s library service and the organisation’s main fundraising event. Libraries will also be confirming special events nearer the time.
For more information, visit: https://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/whats-on/festival/suffolk-libraries-day-book-festival 

Central Government report - January
This report is a summary of some of the big decisions our Suffolk MPs have voted on during the month. The report shows what each Suffolk MP voted for, as well as the upcoming Bills in February.

10th January 2022:

1) Nuclear Energy (Financing) Bill – Clause 6 – Licence Modifications: Designated Nuclear Companies
The Clause is in respect of nuclear projects. It would require the Secretary of State to lay before Parliament a report of the up-front and overall expected costs of a nuclear project. This also includes details of any agreement reached for terms of sale of electricity onto the National Grid. In addition, this report would include the costs of how decommissioning will be met, including if a nuclear company becomes insolvent. 
Peter Aldous did not vote. Matthew Hancock did not vote. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter did not vote. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill did not vote.

The Clause did not go through Parliament.

2) Nuclear Energy (Financing) Bill - Clause 7 - Licence modifications: relevant licensee nuclear companies
This amendment to the Bill would prevent the Secretary of State from levying further consumer charges, following increases in costs or timescales of a nuclear project.
Peter Aldous did not vote. Matthew Hancock did not vote. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter did not vote. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill did not vote.

11th January 2022:

Household Energy Bills: VAT
Rachel Reeves, the Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer, begged to move that the Government cuts the rate of VAT for household energy bills as soon as possible. This was proposed to help those most vulnerable with their high energy bills. 
Peter Aldous did not vote. Matthew Hancock did not vote. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter did not vote. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill voted NO.

The Motion did not go through.

17th January 2022:
Elections Bill — New Clause 1 - Voting from age 16 in parliamentary elections
This new Clause would lower the voting age to 16 in UK parliamentary elections.
Peter Aldous voted NO. Matthew Hancock voted NO. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter voted NO. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill voted NO.

This clause did not go through.

5th January 2022:

Judicial Review and Courts Bill — New Clause 4 - Publicly funded legal representation for bereaved people at inquests
This new Clause would ensure that bereaved people (such as family members) are entitled to publicly funded legal representation in inquests where public bodies (such as the police or a hospital trust) are legally represented.
Peter Aldous voted NO. Matthew Hancock did not vote. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter voted NO. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill voted NO.

This Clause did not go through.

Upcoming Bills in February

1st Feb - Social Housing (Emergency Protection of Tenancy Rights): Ten Minute Rule Motion

This is a Ten-Minute Rule Motion, which is a motion to add to the register for parliamentary business in the future. It proposes that leave be given to bring in a Bill to give social housing tenants the right to continuity of secure tenancy in circumstances when they have to move because of a threat to the personal safety of the tenant, or someone in their household; to place associated responsibilities on local authorities and social housing providers; and for connected purposes.

2nd Feb - Carbon Emissions (Buildings): Ten Minute Rule Motion

That leave be given to bring in a Bill to require the whole-life carbon emissions of buildings to be reported; to set limits on embodied carbon emissions in the construction of buildings; and for connected purposes.

4th Feb – Plastic Pollution Bill: Second Reading

The Bill to set targets for the reduction of plastic pollution; to require the Secretary of State to publish a strategy and annual reports on plastic pollution reduction; to establish an advisory committee on plastic pollution; and for connected purposes.

4th Feb - Schools and Educational Settings (Essential Infrastructure and Opening During Emergencies) Bill: Second Reading

The Bill seeks to ensure educational settings - including early years, schools, colleges and universities - are classified as "essential infrastructure". This means they would remain open to all students during any public health or other national emergency.

4th Feb - Automated External Defibrillators (Public Access) Bill: Second Reading

The Bill would require the installation of AEDs in public buildings, sporting facilities, schools, higher education and other education and skills facilities, and facilities that provide care to vulnerable people.

25th Feb - Bereavement Leave and Pay (Stillborn and Miscarried Babies) Bill: Second Reading

The Bill would extend entitlement to parental bereavement leave and pay to parents of babies miscarried or stillborn during early pregnancy; and for connected purposes. 
25th Feb – Energy Pricing Bill: Second Reading

This Bill would prohibit the practice of offering preferential energy tariffs to new customers compared to existing customers; to place further restrictions on energy pricing; and for connected purposes.
25th Feb - Asylum Seekers (Permission to Work) Bill: Second Reading

A Bill to make provision for granting permission to work to asylum seekers who have waited six months for a decision on their asylum application; and for connected purposes.
25th Feb – Local Electricity Bill: Second Reading

A Bill to enable electricity generators to become local electricity suppliers; and for connected purposes. This was the Bill we used as a Motion for SCC to support.
25th Feb - Digitally Altered Body Images Bill: Ten Minute Rule Motion

A Bill to require advertisers, broadcasters and publishers to display a logo in cases where an image of a human body or body part has been digitally altered in its proportions; and for connected purposes
Follow us on:

Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@SuffolkGLI) / Twitter
Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group – The GLI Group at Suffolk County Council (suffolkgli.wordpress.com)
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