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COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
Latest SCC information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
Latest Government advice is available here: www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Vaccination Appointments can be booked here: www.sneevaccine.org.uk 

Full Council Budget Meeting
County Councillors met on the 17th of February to debate and vote on the Council’s budget for 2022-23. Suffolk GLI Group highlighted the need to invest more in adult social care, as well as an innovative project to reduce the energy bills of those most vulnerable, considering the current energy and cost of living crisis. Both ideas were rejected by the Conservatives, but our Group will continue to champion more investment into our social care and green technology.
 For more information on Suffolk GLI’s Budget amendment, visit: https://committeeminutes.suffolk.gov.uk/DocSetPage.aspx?MeetingTitle=(17-02-2022),%20County%20Council 
Changes to Highway Code
Several new changes to the Highway Code are now in force as of the 29th of January. According to The Department for Transport (DfT) the new regulations are about recognising and protecting the most vulnerable road users and making the highway safer for everyone. Suffolk Roadsafe’s Quiz helps illustrate the changes that are necessary to know and includes a link to further information - https://www.quiz-maker.com/QG20TF8NL. 
For more Government information on the changes you need to know, visit: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-highway-code-8-changes-you-need-to-know-from-29-january-2022 

Devolution Deal
The Government published its White Paper on Levelling-Up, within which it has agreed that Suffolk will be one of nine initial ‘County Deals’ up for negotiation. A new deal will potentially give local leaders more powers to make decisions for their communities for the first time. 
Our Group welcomes the idea of bringing more power to the communities of Suffolk. However, we are concerned about a potential Mayoral position created in Suffolk and the effect this may have on marginalising districts in Suffolk. 
Warmer Homes in Suffolk
Suffolk residents who are struggling to keep their homes warm can contact a new project, named ‘Warm Homes Suffolk’, which offers funding and free advice. The project can offer expert advice on reducing energy bills, energy usage and identify benefits that residents may be entitled to, to help keep their homes warm. 
Visit: www.warmhomessuffolk.org.
Biodiversity Recommendations to Enhance
Suffolk County Council will be doing more for the county’s natural environment, as it confirms plans to enhance the biodiversity of at least 30% of its land by 2030. 
Our Group had a major influence in providing recommendations to SCC which are now a part of the Council’s ambitions moving forward to enhance biodiversity. 
Examples include planting more hedgerows, improving highway trees, and developing nature-based flood management solutions. 
For more information, visit: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-news/show/councils-commitment-to-further-enhancing-suffolks-natural-environment 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT REPORT - FEBRUARY

This report is a summary of some of the big decisions our Suffolk MPs have voted on during the month. The report shows what each Suffolk MP voted for, as well as the upcoming Bills in March.
2nd February

1. Finance (No. 2) Bill, New Clause 17 - Impact of Act on Tackling Climate Change

The overall Bill amends the law relating to national debt and public revenue, as well as further provisions. Clause 17 states that the Government must publish within 12 months of this Act an impact assessment of the changes in the Act as a whole on the goal of tackling climate change and the UK‘s plans to reach net zero by 2050.
Peter Aldous voted NO. Matthew Hancock voted NO. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter voted NO. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill voted NO.
This Clause was rejected.
21st February

2. Skills and Post-16 Education Bill, Clause 14 - Information about technical education and training: access to English schools
This amendment would require every school to provide face to face careers guidance for every pupil and two weeks’ worth of compulsory work experience for every registered pupil.
Peter Aldous voted NO. Matthew Hancock voted NO. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter voted NO. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill did not vote.
This Clause was rejected.
22nd February

3. Public Service Pensions and Judicial Offices Bill - New Clause 8 - Compensation of losses incurred by closure of legacy schemes

This new clause would require the Government to review how losses arising from the “pension trap” could be compensated, and to report on the review within two months of the passage of the Act.
Peter Aldous voted NO. Matthew Hancock did not vote. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter voted NO. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill did not vote.
This Clause was rejected.
25th February – Important Bills in their early-stage to be considered**

4. Asylum Seekers (Permission to Work) Bill: Second Reading

A Bill to make provision for granting permission to work to asylum seekers who have waited six months for a decision on their asylum application.
5. Digitally Altered Body Images Bill: Second Reading
A Bill to require advertisers, broadcasters and publishers to display a logo in cases where an image of a human body or body part has been digitally altered in its proportions.

6. Energy Pricing Bill: Second Reading

This Bill would prohibit the practice of offering preferential energy tariffs to new customers compared to existing customers; to place further restrictions on energy pricing.
7. Plastics (Wet Wipes) Bill: Second Reading

A Bill to prohibit the manufacture and sale of wet wipes containing plastic.

8. Climate Change Bill: Second Reading

A Bill to place a duty on the Government to declare a climate emergency; to amend the Climate Change Act 2008 to bring forward the date by which the United Kingdom is required to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions; to place a duty on the Government to create and implement a strategy to achieve objectives related to climate change, including for the creation of environmentally-friendly jobs; to require the Secretary of State to report to Parliament on proposals for increased taxation of large companies to generate revenue to be spent to further those objectives.
**An update will be provided on the progress of these Bills in their initial stages

Upcoming Bills to Consider in March

18th March - Bereavement Leave and Pay (Stillborn and Miscarried Babies) Bill: Second Reading

The Bill would extend entitlement to parental bereavement leave and pay to parents of babies miscarried or stillborn during early pregnancy; and for connected purposes. 

18th March – British Sign Language Bill: Third Reading & Reporting Stage

A Bill to recognise British Sign Language as a language of England, Wales and Scotland; to require the Secretary of State to report on the promotion and facilitation of the use of British Sign Language by ministerial government departments; and to require guidance to be issued in relation to British Sign Language. 
The Bill is now due to have its report stage and third reading on Friday 18 March 2022. Amendments can be made to the Bill at Report Stage. Amendments to be considered are selected by the Speaker.

18th March - Carbon Emissions (Buildings): Second Reading

The Bill would require the whole-life carbon emissions of buildings to be reported; to set limits on embodied carbon emissions in the construction of buildings; and for connected purposes.

18th March - Decarbonisation and Economic Strategy Bill: Second Reading

A Bill to place duties on the Secretary of State to decarbonise the United Kingdom economy and to reverse inequality; to establish a ten-year economic and public investment strategy in accordance with those duties which promotes a community- and employee-led transition from high-carbon to low- and zero-carbon industry; to require the Government to report on its adherence to the strategy; to establish higher environmental standards for air, water and green spaces; to make provision to protect and restore natural habitats; and for connected purposes.
18th March – Local Electricity Bill: Second Reading

A Bill to enable electricity generators to become local electricity suppliers; and for connected purposes. This was the Bill we used as a Motion for SCC to support. 

18th March - Mental Health Provision (Children and Young People) Bill: Second Reading

A Bill to require the Government to report annually to Parliament on mental health provision for children and young people.

18th March – Plastic Pollution Bill: Second Reading

The Bill to set targets for the reduction of plastic pollution; to require the Secretary of State to publish a strategy and annual reports on plastic pollution reduction; to establish an advisory committee on plastic pollution; and for connected purposes.
18th March - Social Housing (Emergency Protection of Tenancy Rights): Second Reading

The Bill aims to give social housing tenants the right to continuity of secure tenancy in circumstances when they have to move because of a threat to the personal safety of the tenant, or someone in their household; to place associated responsibilities on local authorities and social housing providers; and for connected purposes.
Follow us on:

Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@SuffolkGLI) / Twitter
Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group – The GLI Group at Suffolk County Council (suffolkgli.wordpress.com)
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