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COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
Latest SCC information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
Latest Government advice is available here: www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Vaccination Appointments can be booked here: www.sneevaccine.org.uk 

Cabinet Meeting 1st March
The Cabinet met to vote on the disapproval of the current plans by Sunnica to build the country’s largest solar farm in Suffolk and East Cambridgeshire. Suffolk County Council have asked the Government to reject the plans in its current form, arguing the application fails to properly mitigate the impacts of such a large project.
In addition, the Cabinet voted on approving the National Grid’s project to scale up its energy infrastructure from Bramford to Twinstead, as part of the Government’s Net-Zero plan to increase low-carbon energy in the UK. Our Group, while we approve of the increased capacity for low-carbon energy, argue that this rush into large projects is a result of decades of inaction from Government. 
This means it is now a lot harder to develop a coordinated plan with regards to energy supply, disruption, and sufficient mitigation. 

Both were voted for by the Cabinet unanimously.
Full Council 24th March
Full Council presented a rare opportunity of solidarity between Councillors, as our Group and the Conservatives shared a single motion in support of Ukraine. 
Our Group recommended a motion condemning the actions of the Russian government, as well as commitment to supporting and welcoming refugees as they become a part of our Suffolk communities. 
The Conservatives supported our idea and together we showed how politics can be put aside through difficult times. 

Cabinet Meeting 29th March
The Cabinet met to vote on a plan to establish ‘Freeport East’.  This is part of a national strategy to create freeports across the country, in an attempt to generate economic activity through tax incentives. Felixstowe Port, Harwich Port, and Stowmarket’s ‘Gateway 14’ Business Park are set to become part of Freeport East. Our Group is severely concerned with this project, as foreign direct investment is being prioritised over local businesses, many of which will now not be able to compete with the foreign businesses receiving tax relief. 
The project poses many other issues, such as increase corruption and money laundering, a lack of clear strategy towards net-zero, and a risk of high-skilled jobs being imported, excluding the Suffolk workforce.

The Cabinet also voted on the Enhanced Partnership between SCC and bus operators, in line with the new Bus Back Better strategy, aimed at improving services across Suffolk. The improvement plan was voted for in October 2021, and this partnership outlines how the various stakeholders will interact with one another during the implementation of the improvement plan. Our Group have concerns on the Government’s promise of funding, as no funding has yet been confirmed by the Department for Transport. 

International Women’s Month, and Day 2022 – #BreaktheBias
In March, we celebrated International Women’s Month 2022. This is a time to acknowledge and celebrate the amazing achievements of women and push further for equality around the world. This year’s theme revolved around breaking the bias, focussing on a world free of bias, stereotypes and discrimination. 
Our group was immensely supportive of this celebration. Suffolk GLI’s Spokesperson for Women, Cllr Caroline Page, called for the flag for Women’s History Month to be flown high next year at Endeavour House. Suffolk County Council agreed this was an important step forward. 
Celebrate women's achievement. Raise awareness against bias. Take action for equality.

Improvements in SEND reform commended by Department for Education and NHS England
The Department for Education and NHS England have confirmed that ‘good progress’ is being made in the Suffolk SEND education reform.

This review meeting comes six months after an action plan was put in place to improve the way SEND education is delivered in Suffolk.

Representatives from the Department for Education (DfE) met with Suffolk County Council, and the Clinical Commissioning Group for Waveney and Norfolk, and Ipswich and East Suffolk and West Suffolk, to discuss and monitor SEND progress and improvement.

A follow-up letter was sent confirming where improvement had been seen, whilst also urging further progress be made in other areas. The DfE will return in July to further monitor progress

The letter from the Department for Education praised the newly formed Parent Carer Forum and said it was evident that representatives will provide a robust challenge to statutory services and make a positive contribution to service improvements.

In September 2021, an independent review into Suffolk special educational needs provision highlighted failings in the service. The review looked at processes, communication protocols and family-facing elements of SEND provision and was commissioned by Suffolk County Council in June 2021.

The report listed strengths and weaknesses of the service and included nine recommendations for improvement. These recommendations are now being implemented by Suffolk County Council and other partners who help deliver SEND services.

Suffolk County Council is working in collaboration with strategic partner, Impower, who have many years of experience reforming SEND services in other Local Authorities and who are advising on short and long-term improvements. They estimate that significant improvement will take up to 18 months.

Suffolk County Council votes to condemn Putin's invasion of Ukraine and pledges its support for refugees
At a meeting of the County Council held today, councillors from across the political divide voted in favour of a motion condemning the war in Ukraine.

Suffolk County Council is pledging their full backing for the Ukrainian people and committing to support refugees arriving in Suffolk.

The cross party motion described the invasion of Ukraine as "immoral and reprehensible", and praised the "enduring bravery" of the Ukrainian people against Russian aggression. The motion also stated that the council in no way associated the actions of the Russian government with individuals of Russian heritage living in Suffolk.

On the issue of refugees the council made clear its willingness to help settle individuals and families fleeing the conflict. Committing itself to support the people of Ukraine and pledged to work with District and Borough Councils along with the Suffolk Resilience Forum, the Voluntary Sector, Suffolk Refugee Support and MPs to ensure all efforts are made to welcome Displaced People coming from Ukraine to Suffolk.

The motion went on to praise the Government's economic response to the conflict, but stressed the need for easier and faster routes for refugees wanting to come to this country.

Suffolk County Council to ask communities what they want from their libraries in the future
Suffolk County Council's current contract with  Suffolk Libraries is due to end in July 2024 with a new contract set to come into effect from August 2024. The council must therefore look to the future, ahead of offering the new contract 

At this formative stage the council is looking to gather a wide range of views from its diverse set of stakeholders to inform and shape the library offer of the future ahead of a formal consultation later this year. As the custodians of the current service, engagement with Suffolk Libraries staff begins this week. During the year the council will also be seeking the views of service users, non-services users, and partners to help shape a future specification for libraries in Suffolk. This process will inform the final decision on what the contract tender will contain​.
There is no confirmed budget for the future service at present, meaning that any and all options will be considered to shape the new specification. The final budget will be subject to the National Spending Review, of which more detail is expected to be known by the end of this year.

Engagement with Suffolk Libraries staff begins this week and will run through to July this year. Public engagement will then follow, giving people the opportunity to have their say via a range of methods including face to face, online, telephone, social media and email.  A webpage for the public engagement will be available once the conversations with staff have concluded.

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT REPORT - MARCH
This What our MPs voted for? – MARCH:  This report is a summary of some of the big decisions our Suffolk MPs have voted on during the month. The report shows what each Suffolk MP voted for, as well as the upcoming Bills in April/May.
1st March 2022

1) Clause 2 - Freeport conditions, National Insurance Contributions Bill 

Vote was to reject Lord’s amendment. The amendment by the Lords would add an additional condition whereby freeport national insurance contribution relief would be available only if the freeport governance body maintained a public record of beneficial ownership of businesses operating in the freeport tax site.
Peter Aldous voted AYE. Matthew Hancock did not vote. Tom Hunt voted AYE. Daniel Poulter voted AYE. Therese Coffey did not vote. James Cartlidge voted AYE. Jo Churchill voted AYE.

The vote to reject the clause was passed.
14th March 2022

2) New Clause 5 - Report on the impact of Government policy on river pollution on sentient animals
This new clause would require the Animal Sentience Committee to produce a report on the impact of polluted rivers on sentient animals (animals perceived to have feelings).
Peter Aldous voted NO. Matthew Hancock voted NO. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter did not vote. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill voted NO.

This clause was rejected. 
22nd March 2022

3) Nationality and Borders Bill - Clause 9 - Notice of decision to deprive a person of citizenship
This new clause exempts the Government from having to give notice of removing citizenship if it is not reasonably practical to do so, or if it is in the interests of national security, diplomatic relations, or otherwise in the public interest. 
Peter Aldous voted AYE. Matthew Hancock did not vote. Tom Hunt voted AYE. Daniel Poulter voted AYE. Therese Coffey voted AYE. James Cartlidge voted AYE. Jo Churchill voted AYE.

This clause was passed. 

4) Nationality and Borders Bill — Clause 11 - Differential treatment of refugees
This clause allows the Secretary of State to provide different types of accommodation to asylum seekers depending on the status of their claim and/or their previous compliance with immigration law. 
The clause categorises refugees into Group 1 or Group 2. Refugees who travel to the UK through third countries via irregular routes (like crossing the Channel in a small boat) will be given a new form of temporary protection with limited rights to welfare benefits and family reunion, and they’ll have their status reassessed after 30 months.
Peter Aldous voted AYE. Matthew Hancock did not vote. Tom Hunt voted AYE. Daniel Poulter voted AYE. Therese Coffey voted AYE. James Cartlidge voted AYE. Jo Churchill voted AYE.

This clause was passed.
Upcoming Bills

April is a quiet month for debate and voting. The Easter break means recess in the Commons; therefore, the next significant day is the 6th May.

Down Syndrome Bill: Third Reading (1st April 2022): 
A Bill to make provision about meeting the needs of persons with Down syndrome; and for connected purposes. This is currently with the House of Lords.

Climate Change Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): 
A Bill to place a duty on the Government to declare a climate emergency; to amend the Climate Change Act 2008 to bring forward the date by which the United Kingdom is required to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions; to place a duty on the Government to create and implement a strategy to achieve objectives related to climate change, including for the creation of environmentally-friendly jobs; to require the Secretary of State to report to Parliament on proposals for increased taxation of large companies to generate revenue to be spent to further those objectives.

Decarbonisation and Economic Strategy Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): 
A Bill to place duties on the Secretary of State to decarbonise the United Kingdom economy and to reverse inequality; to establish a ten-year economic and public investment strategy in accordance with those duties which promotes a community- and employee-led transition from high-carbon to low- and zero-carbon industry; to require the Government to report on its adherence to the strategy; to establish higher environmental standards for air, water and green spaces; to make provision to protect and restore natural habitats; and for connected purposes.

Plastics (Wet Wipes) Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): 
A Bill to prohibit the manufacture and sale of wet wipes containing plastic.

Plastic Pollution Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): 
The Bill to set targets for the reduction of plastic pollution; to require the Secretary of State to publish a strategy and annual reports on plastic pollution reduction; to establish an advisory committee on plastic pollution; and for connected purposes.

Bereavement Leave and Pay (Stillborn and Miscarried Babies) Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): 
The Bill would extend entitlement to parental bereavement leave and pay to parents of babies miscarried or stillborn during early pregnancy; and for connected purposes. 

Mental Health Provision (Children and Young People) Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): 
A Bill to require the Government to report annually to Parliament on mental health provision for children and young people
Social Housing (Emergency Protection of Tenancy Rights): Second Reading (6th May 2022): 
The Bill aims to give social housing tenants the right to continuity of secure tenancy in circumstances when they have to move because of a threat to the personal safety of the tenant, or someone in their household; to place associated responsibilities on local authorities and social housing providers; and for connected purposes.
British Sign Language Bill: Committee Stage: 
A Bill to recognise British Sign Language as a language of England, Wales and Scotland; to require the Secretary of State to report on the promotion and facilitation of the use of British Sign Language by ministerial government departments; and to require guidance to be issued in relation to British Sign Language. The Bill went through Lords in March and is now at the final committee stage (date TBA).
Follow us on:

Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@SuffolkGLI) / Twitter
Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group – The GLI Group at Suffolk County Council (suffolkgli.wordpress.com)
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