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COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
Latest SCC information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
Latest Government advice is available here: www.gov.uk/coronavirushave
No Government Funding for Bus Back Better
The Department for Transport have confirmed Suffolk County Council will not receive any funding for their Bus Back Better strategy. The strategy was aimed to improve and expand bus services in Suffolk, connecting rural areas to local and important towns, as well as reduce carbon emissions in line with the goal to become net zero by 2050. 

Central government confirmed that any bids that failed did not show enough ambition. We as a group have criticised the Conservatives at Suffolk County Council since the strategy was announced for playing it safe. Suffolk has paid the price for this.  We will continue to hold the Conservatives to account on their policies, and push for a bus service that helps local, rural communities stay connected with Suffolk. 
Cabinet Meeting 26th April
The Cabinet met to discuss Suffolk County Council’s Post-16 Travel Policy for 2022-23. The policy outlines all the support offered to those who struggle to afford the travel sending their child to education, training, or an apprenticeship. The Cabinet voted to freeze the increase in costs to parents/guardians, meaning the price remains at £930 per year for a Mainstream Seat, and £750 for a Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Seat.
Our Group welcomed the cap on travel costs, but asked the Council to lobby government to provide adequate funding for post-16 travel - especially when it was this government’s decision to raise the mandatory age of education from 16 to 18. 

The Cabinet discussed the positive report Suffolk County Council received from Ofsted’s inspection into Care Leaver services. The report showed that Care Leavers were prioritised by the Council and successfully helped them transition to independence. The report highted emotional well-being as a point for improvement. Our Group will ensure the Council are held to account over their future action plan. 

The Cabinet also discussed the ‘Ipswich Garden Suburb’ development. This is an Ipswich Borough Council project to develop more than 1,000 houses in North Ipswich, including a new primary and secondary school. As a consultee, Suffolk County Council voted to not endorse the plans. The project did not prioritise cycling/walking, did not mitigate sufficiently its effect on biodiversity, and failed to submit sufficient drainage that wouldn’t increase flood risk or pollution. 
County Deal - Key Communications
Back in February, Suffolk was announced as one of nine county areas to be invited to negotiate a County Deal – a deal that would see Suffolk have more control over decisions in transport, education, skills, housing, and planning. The Conservatives announced Suffolk would be pursuing a deal without the recommendation of a Mayor. Our Group agrees with this position.

The Council has confirmed that discussions with ministers are expected soon, and they will be responding with their expectations of what Suffolk would achieve in terms of the government’s Levelling-up strategy. 

The Conservatives have confirmed they will work with all partners, including our Group, and so we will ensure that we help secure the best possible County Deal for Suffolk residents. 
Suffolk County Council to freeze post-16 travel costs to schools and colleges
Suffolk County Council is to freeze charges for travel for over 16s to schools and colleges from September.

The council’s Cabinet agreed fares should remain at 2021/22 levels for another 12 months to help families faced with soaring living costs. The decision means costs for the 2022/23 academic year will remain at £930 per year for mainstream transport and £750 for SEND pupils.

The council had noted its charges were already in line with, or higher than, some neighbouring local authorities. The decision will be reviewed in 12 months’ time. The Post-16 Travel Policy applies to full-time learners aged 16-18 years, and those aged 19 years and over if they are continuing the same course started before their nineteenth birthday. It also applies to continuing learners with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) aged 19-25 years.

To qualify for funding under the scheme young people need to continue to study or train in one of three ways:
• Study full-time in a school, college or with a training provider (at least 540 hours of planned learning per year)
• Full-time work or volunteering (20 hours or more per week) combined with part-time education or training leading to relevant regulated qualifications (at least 280 hours of planned learning per year)
• Be working in an apprenticeship, supported internship or traineeship

The council is not required by law to fund Post-16 Travel and does not receive any funding from central government to fund it. Applications for SCC Post-16 travel for the September term need to be made by May 31.
SUFFOLK GLI, CENTRAL GOVERNMENT REPORT - APRIL 2022
This report is a summary of some of the big decisions our Suffolk MPs have voted on during the month. The report shows what each Suffolk MP voted for, as well as the upcoming Bills in May. 

20th April 2022

1) Nationality and Borders Bill, Clause 11 - Differential treatment of refugees (Lord’s Amendment)

On the 4th April, the Lord’s voted to amend the Nationality and Border Bill to change Clause 11. Their amendment asked for the Secretary of State to guarantee ‘Group 1’ and ‘2’ refugees have rights without distinction, ensuring their classification doesn’t affect the ability to maintain the unity of that person’s family. 

The Conservatives voted to reject this amendment, as they believe it is possible to accord different treatment to refugees in a way that is compliant with the Refugee Convention. The Lords and Conservatives are currently going through Ping Pong – which is a process of back and forth until the Bill is passed.

Peter Aldous voted NO. Matthew Hancock voted NO. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter voted NO. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill voted NO.

2) Nationality and Borders Bill, Clause 37 - Refugee resettlement schemes (Lord’s Amendment)
This is a Lord’s amendment to the Bill, which asks the Secretary of State to publish a numerical target for the resettlement of refugees in the United Kingdom each year. The amendment also states local authorities must be provided with appropriate resourcing to deliver target. 

The House of Commons rejected this amendment, as the Conservatives considered this as neither necessary not appropriate. 

Peter Aldous voted NO. Matthew Hancock voted NO. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter voted NO. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill voted NO.

3) Nationality and Borders Bill, Clause 15 – Safe Third State
This is a Lord’s amendment to the Bill. The amendment relates to Section 11 of the Bill (Accommodation for asylum-seekers), which seeks to amend Section 22 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002. 

Section 22 stipulates the Secretary of State may provide support by arranging provision of accommodation in an accommodation centre. The new Bill by Conservatives wishes to amend this to specify ‘support’ and ‘temporary support’. The Lord’s amendment wishes to add that “immigration rules implementing this provision must take due account of the best interests of children and the fundamental right to family unity in all cases”.

The Conservatives voted to reject this amendment, as they believe the amendment was unnecessary. 

Peter Aldous voted NO. Matthew Hancock voted NO. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter voted NO. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill voted NO.
26th April 2022

Judicial Review and Courts Bill, After Clause 42, Publicly funded legal representation for bereaved people at inquests (Lord’s Amendment)

The Bill is currently at its final stages, where amendments made by Lords are being considered by the Commons. This amendment states that a new clause should be added that allows those closely associated with an inquest of someone deceased to apply for public funded representation if needed.

The Conservatives rejected this amendment, because it would involve a charge on public funds.  

Peter Aldous voted NO. Matthew Hancock did not vote. Tom Hunt voted NO. Daniel Poulter voted did not vote. Therese Coffey voted NO. James Cartlidge voted NO. Jo Churchill did not vote.

Upcoming Bills in May 2022
Down Syndrome Bill: Royal Asset

A Bill to make provision about meeting the needs of persons with Down syndrome, and for connected purposes. Both Houses have now agreed on the text of the Bill which now waits for the final stage of Royal Assent when the Bill will become an Act of Parliament. Royal Assent is yet to be scheduled.
Plastics (Wet Wipes) Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): A Bill to prohibit the manufacture and sale of wet wipes containing plastic.

Climate Change Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): A Bill to place a duty on the Government to declare a climate emergency; to amend the Climate Change Act 2008 to bring forward the date by which the United Kingdom is required to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions; to place a duty on the Government to create and implement a strategy to achieve objectives related to climate change, including for the creation of environmentally-friendly jobs; to require the Secretary of State to report to Parliament on proposals for increased taxation of large companies to generate revenue to be spent to further those objectives.

Decarbonisation and Economic Strategy Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): A Bill to place duties on the Secretary of State to decarbonise the United Kingdom economy and to reverse inequality; to establish a ten-year economic and public investment strategy in accordance with those duties which promotes a community- and employee-led transition from high-carbon to low- and zero-carbon industry; to require the Government to report on its adherence to the strategy; to establish higher environmental standards for air, water and green spaces; to make provision to protect and restore natural habitats; and for connected purposes.
Plastic Pollution Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): The Bill to set targets for the reduction of plastic pollution; to require the Secretary of State to publish a strategy and annual reports on plastic pollution reduction; to establish an advisory committee on plastic pollution; and for connected purposes.
Bereavement Leave and Pay (Stillborn and Miscarried Babies) Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): The Bill would extend entitlement to parental bereavement leave and pay to parents of babies miscarried or stillborn during early pregnancy; and for connected purposes. 
Mental Health Provision (Children and Young People) Bill: Second Reading (6th May 2022): A Bill to require the Government to report annually to Parliament on mental health provision for children and young people
Social Housing (Emergency Protection of Tenancy Rights): Second Reading (6th May 2022): The Bill aims to give social housing tenants the right to continuity of secure tenancy in circumstances when they have to move because of a threat to the personal safety of the tenant, or someone in their household; to place associated responsibilities on local authorities and social housing providers; and for connected purposes.
Follow us on:

Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@SuffolkGLI) / Twitter
Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group – The GLI Group at Suffolk County Council (suffolkgli.wordpress.com)
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