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COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
For information on local support during the Cost-of-Living Crisis, visit: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/suffolk-advice-and-support-service/ 

Latest SCC COVID information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
For information on supporting Ukrainian refugees in Suffolk, email: refugeesupport@suffolk.gov.uk 
FULL COUNCIL:  Conservatives Reject our Motion for a Cost-of-Living Emergency
Full Council was on the 7th July. Our Group submitted a motion asking the Council to declare a cost-of-living emergency. With energy price caps set to rise in Autumn and the rising inflation, our Group is concerned that the Government and Suffolk County Council are not doing enough to prepare local communities for a tough winter. 
Our motion called for this Government to cut VAT on insultation material to encourage uptake. The motion also called for Suffolk County Council to lead a Retrofit Taskforce in Suffolk, alongside District and Borough Councils, to help train and coordinate our local workforce in installing solar panels, air source heat pumps, and insulation. 
The Conservatives rejected our motion, believing that this Government and the Council is currently doing enough to protect those most vulnerable. We oppose this position, knowing that more has to be done to reduce our demand for energy, and protect those in fuel poverty.
To view our motion in full, visit our website: https://suffolkgli.wordpress.com/blog/ 

CABINET
The Cabinet met 26th July to discuss the safeguarding of adults and children, new guidance on street design, corporate parenting, and the response times of the Fire and Rescue service. 

The pandemic has had a lasting effect on mental health and services in safeguarding and corporate parenting will need to evolve services in the future to be in line with the growing demand. New guidance for streets encourages developers to prioritise active travel, focussing on walking, cycling, public transport, ensuring disabled residents have greater accessibility.

In addition, the Fire Service is currently reviewing its response times to emergencies. The service has widened their approach on how they measure their times, breaking it down into separate measures from the initial call to the time the first engine arrives. A review into further investment in the service is currently ongoing. 

SCC Carers Strategy - Unpaid Carers Opinions Wanted
Suffolk’s Health and Wellbeing are working towards a new All Age Carers Strategy, to help ensure carers get the support they need. There are estimated to be 98,000 unpaid carers in Suffolk. This strategy will be aimed at those who provide unpaid care, including young carers transitioning to adulthood. 
A consultation on the draft strategy has been launched. Our Group encourages all carers to contribute their views and help make this strategy inclusive and purposeful. Deadline is 15th August. Details of the consultation can be found here:    www.suffolk.gov.uk/CarerStrategy 

Thermal Cameras for Net Zero
The Suffolk Climate Change Partnership is supporting local groups and parish councils to help identify homes which are losing heat. Loss of heat from a home contributes to high energy bills. With insulation, local residents will see their energy costs reduce. 

Thermal imaging cameras are being used as part of the new proposal. These cameras help detect which homes are losing the most heat. The Partnership aims to loan out these cameras to parish councils and those who are interested.

Our Group strongly supports this. If you would like to register your interest in the project, complete the short form via this link:   https://forms.office.com/r/gSypak2ae8
Petition for in-house Suffolk Highways maintenance contract:  Still need Signatures!!
Our Group’s petition continues, demanding that SCC produces an in-house bid for the new Suffolk Highways contract. The contract, which will have been held by Kier for 10 years, is up for renewal next year. 

Since Kier’s arrival, our Group has seen astronomical prices for the maintenance of Suffolk’s highways. Some of these prices include £5,000 for a pair of dropped kerbs, £7,500 to cut down a single tree, and £10,000 to design (not build) four humps in a road. 

Our Group believes an in-house bid from SCC to take back control of Suffolk Highways is needed to get things done. The bid would also provide a necessary benchmark for any competitive bid coming from external companies, making sure Suffolk taxpayers money is not exploited. 

We need 3,675 signatures to bring this to debate at the Council. Please sign here (ensure you make you name public, or it won’t count!): https://www.petitions.net/for_suffolk_county_council_to_develop_an_in-house_bid_for_suffolk_highways_maintenance 

Follow us on:

Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@SuffolkGLI) / Twitter
Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group – The GLI Group at Suffolk County Council (suffolkgli.wordpress.com)
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