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COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
For information on local support during the Cost-of-Living Crisis, visit: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/suffolk-advice-and-support-service/ 

Latest SCC COVID information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
For information on supporting Ukrainian refugees in Suffolk, email: refugeesupport@suffolk.gov.uk 
Suffolk Waste Partnership backs National Campaign to raise awareness of safe battery disposal
Suffolk Waste Partnership is backing a nationwide campaign urging people to safely dispose of old batteries in a bid to avoid starting fires in refuse vehicles. The Partnership has signed up to the Stop Battery Fires Campaign launched by national safe electricals recycling group Material Focus, which aims to raise awareness of how householders can properly recycle batteries and electricals.
Batteries, or electricals containing batteries, that end up inside bins or recycling and waste lorries with other materials, get crushed in the waste or recycling process. This can result in them being punctured and self-combusting, setting fire to dry and flammable waste and recycling around them.
In June a fire at the Materials Recycling Facility in Great Blakenham, near Ipswich, which recycles waste from across Suffolk, is suspected to have been started by a battery dumped with household recycling. The fire was located deep within nearly 400 tonnes of waste and took firefighters and staff nearly two hours to extinguish.

Electricals containing batteries that tend to be discarded the most are smaller, frequently used and often cheaper electricals like toothbrushes, shavers, chargers and toys. Lithium-ion batteries are responsible for around 48% (more than 200) of all waste fires occurring in the UK each year according to the Environmental Services Association, the trade body representing the UK's resource and waste management industry. These fires cost some £158 million annually to waste operators, fire services and the environment. Yet the Material Focus survey found 45% of householders are unaware of the fire risk if they do not safely dispose of batteries hidden inside electrical items.
Go to Recycling Bring Banks on the Suffolk Recycling website to find your nearest battery recycling point.
Council to boost electric vehicle charging across Suffolk
The council submitted a bid of £1,362,000 to the Department for Transport, as part of the Local EV Infrastructure (LEVI) pilot scheme.

Suffolk’s residents and visitors will see further improvements to the county’s electric vehicle (EV) charging network, following Suffolk County Council’s successful bid to fund more charging points. With additional contributions such as commercial funding, the project will see a total investment of around £2.75m.

The new LEVI funding will allow the council to develop the county’s EV charging network by:

· PV solar power and battery storage upgrades to approximately 10 existing sites

· Installing community EV charging, PV solar power and battery storage at over 30 further sites in urban and rural areas

· Identifying key commercial sites for 7kW, rapid and ultra rapid chargers, which will benefit the local community

Suffolk County Council has led the way in electric vehicle charging, following the launch of Plug In Suffolk in 2019. It was the UK’s first ‘fully open’ public EV fast charging network and has seen other local authorities around the country follow that model.

Plug In Suffolk has now installed 100 charging points around the county, with an emphasis on installations in rural locations and supporting households without off-street charging capabilities.

This project contributes to Suffolk’s commitment to be Net Zero by 2030. The Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan identified that decarbonisation of vehicles in Suffolk was a key aspect of meeting that target.
Discussions are taking place between local authorities and social club committees around Long Melford to try and obtain expressions of interest for provision of E-charging points within local car parks. Discussions include appropriate locations within the village and full public access to any charging points.
Council creates Centre of Excellence for National Projects
Suffolk County Council is setting up a Centre of Excellence to support other local authorities with Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs).

The council has been recognised by the Government for its knowledge and expertise when engaging with NSIPs such as Sizewell C, the Gull Wing, National Grid upgrades and offshore wind farms.

The Government’s Innovation and Capacity Fund is providing £90,500, which will see the council run a programme of monthly seminars culminating in a conference to increase the skills and expertise of local authority officers and politicians across the eastern region, to deal with these complicated projects.

Ultimately this will create a collaborative network across local authorities across the East, to share good practice and knowledge.

Suffolk to take part in trial walking and cycling on prescription scheme
Walking and cycling to improve mental and physical health is to be offered by GPs in Suffolk as part of a nationwide trial. The county is one of just 11 areas in England to take part in the £12.7 million scheme announced by the government.
The pilots, part of the government’s Gear Change plan published in 2020, aim to evaluate the impact of physical activity through cycling and walking on a person’s health, such as reduced GP appointments and reliance on medication.
The scheme in Suffolk will receive £1.5 million and will focus on Ipswich and Lowestoft.

The funding will go towards several pilot projects including adult cycle training, free bike loans and walking groups.

Other schemes include all-ability cycling taster days where people who may not have cycled before can try to in a friendly environment, or walking and cycling mental health groups where people can connect with their communities as they get active.
Individuals assessed as being suitable to take part in the scheme will be provided with:

· A bicycle/e-bike or e-cargo bike to be used as a mobility aid (with safety equipment, adaptive cycles/trailers, and secure storage),

· 1-1 support with learn to ride/cycle confidence/Bikeability training,

· Basic bike maintenance

· Journey planning using the local cycle network

· ‘Buddy riding’ to destinations such as workplaces, schools, or shops to build confidence for everyday journeys.

Stakeholders led by the Public Health and Transport Strategy teams at Suffolk County Council include the primary care networks, Healthwatch Suffolk, Community Action Suffolk, Active Suffolk, and the University of Suffolk Integrated Care Academy.

The county’s former NHS clinical commissioning groups - now Suffolk and North East Essex Integrated Care System and Norfolk and Waveney Integrated Care System – are also stakeholders. The pilots will be delivered between 2022 and 2025 with on-going monitoring and evaluation to support continued learning.
Follow us on:

Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@SuffolkGLI) / Twitter
Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group – The GLI Group at Suffolk County Council (suffolkgli.wordpress.com)
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