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\ Information Updates

For information on local support during the Cost-of-Living Crisis, visit:_ www.suffolk.gov.uk/CostOfLiving

Latest SCC COVID information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/

For information on supporting Ukrainian refugees in Suffolk, email: refugeesupport@suffolk.qgov.uk or
ukrainesupport@communityactionsuffolk.org.uk

Budget! Budget! Budget!

The first proposals for the 2023/24 budget have been released. SCC plan to increase tax by 3.99% (1.99%
increase in Council Tax, 2% increase in Social Care Precept).

Our Group says the Conservative Administration are in complete denial of the Conservative government(s)
contributing significantly to the economic turmoil which has led to a sharp increase in council tax and pressure on
services. In a press release, our Group’s leader, Clir Andrew Stringer, highlighted that many of the current
pressures come from the Conservatives failing to deliver the promised effects of Brexit. Currently, we have a
shortage of staff, severe border delays, a less productive economy, and less funding compared to European
monies.

Our Group believes the Conservative administration had opportunities to prepare us for post-Brexit, post-pandemic.
Instead, they rejected our proposals last year to increase funding for social care — which has resulted in a sharp
increase in tax this year for residents.

Council to protect frontline services and increase funding in Budget Proposal

Adult care services and children’s services will receive £47m more funding as part of Suffolk County Council’s
£685m budget proposals, published 22nd December 2022. Despite an incredibly challenging economic climate, the
council has been able to produce a balanced budget. This will protect the services that people rely on the most and
continue to care for the most vulnerable, which accounts for 75% of the whole budget.

Adult care services will have £34m more in their budget, and children’s services will have a further £13m. This will
help with the extra expense needed to meet the huge increase in demands for services, as well as higher costs
due to inflation.

The budget-setting has been achieved with input from the council’s partners, officers, departments and notably,
Suffolk residents. Over 2,600 local people contributed to an online survey and focus groups, asking where they
would spend more money, spend less money, and their views on Council Tax.

The top service areas where people wanted to spend more, were social care services for adults and children.
Some of the service areas where people also said they wanted to see more money spent, will receive additional
funding:
e £700,000 for SEND services to support new recruitment, which is on top of the £1.1m invested this year
e £500,000 for Highways: to use environmentally friendly weed treatments, and stop using glyphosate which
can damage wildlife
e £110,000 for tree management: to support the ‘right tree right place’ policy, having an appropriate
inspection regime and supporting the resulting tree management requirements.
e £45,000 for Citizens Advice: to support work during cost of living challenges
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A budget gap for next year - the difference between what money is available and what needs to be spent - had
already been identified, resulting in savings of £15.5m for next year. Under the proposals, the council’'s budget
would increase by 9.6% (from £625.3m to £685.3). Additional funds would come from a total 3.99% increase in
Council Tax, and an increase in funds from the Government for adult and children’s social care.

Regarding Council Tax, the proposed 3.99% increase would be made up of a 1.99% increase in general Council
Tax and a 2.00% increase dedicated to funding adult care.

This means costs for a household would look like:

e Band B property: £22.32 per week (85 pence per week increase from 2022-23)
(Band B properties are the most common in Suffolk)

e Band D property: £28.70 per week (£1.10 pence per week increase from 2022-23)

e The proposed budget will be discussed at the council’s Scrutiny meeting on 10 January 2023, then
presented at the Cabinet meeting on 24 January, with the final budget debated and voted on at Full
Council on 9 February.

e The Scrutiny meeting will be available to stream on Suffolk County Council’'s YouTube channel, and public
questions can be submitted in advance, details available at www.suffolk.gov.uk

New SCC Web Site

Suffolk County Council have launched their new website. The new site is aimed to be easier and simpler. Our
Group understands that this platform is often the first point of contact for residents and so it is important the website
continues to engage and adapt to the needs of the Suffolk communities.

To see the new site, visit: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/

Keeping People in Suffolk Warm this Winter

A new project offering warm items to Suffolk residents has been launched across Suffolk.

“Suffolk Winter Warmth” provides items such as hats, gloves, scarves, blankets, duvets, baby sleep bags, hot
water bottles, LED bulbs, draughtproofing and more, to households in need.

Following a successful pilot in November, Suffolk Winter Warmth launched this week. The project provides support
for any household experiencing hardship and in need of support to prevent ill health and keep warm. Residents can
be referred by professional or voluntary sector organisations supporting residents who are struggling to heat their
homes. These organisations include: District and Borough Councils, Health Professionals, Citizens Advice and
Community Groups, Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service, Rural Coffee Caravan and more.

The project is backed by £50,000 of funding from Suffolk’s Collaborative Communities Board and is co-ordinated
on behalf of the whole county by East Suffolk Council.

Professional and voluntary organisations can refer residents to the scheme by visiting: Winter warmth referral »
East Suffolk Council.

There are also more than 250 voluntary warm spaces across Suffolk, where residents can meet up with members
of the community in a warm, safe space, at no charge. A map of warm spaces in Suffolk can be found on the Rural
Coffee Caravan website: https://ruralcoffeecaravan.org.uk/map/

Alongside this, all Suffolk Libraries will act as warm, safe spaces this winter. Information and opening times for
Suffolk Libraries can be found at https://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/

If your community would like to set up its own Warm Space to support local residents this winter, guidance is
available from Rural Coffee Caravan and Community Action Suffolk at: https://ruralcoffeecaravan.org.uk/winter-
warmth/#warmspaces

Further details of cost of living support available for Suffolk residents and organisations can be found
at www.suffolk.gov.uk/costofliving
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County Deal Update

Last National government met with Suffolk County Council to sign a provisional County Deal. The Deal will agree to
devolve additional powers and funding to the County, including housing, transport and adult education.

The Deal has been lauded as a momentous, however our Group believes that this Deal has been massively
overstated. The headline ‘£480m’ is in fact over 30 years — equating to only around £16m a year. Just under £6m
has been agreed for new housing, this equates to under 30 homes — not even enough for one home per
Conservative held division in the County. The Conservative Council Leader promised we wouldn’t have a Mayor,
however the deal agrees to create a Mayoral Development Corporation. Politically, there is a real risk of stagnation
— with the elected Mayor potentially from one party and the majority of Councillors from another.

Our Group are strongly in favour of devolving national powers to local authorities. There was a real opportunity to
make a difference here, but our Group sees the current deal as merely a token gesture masqueraded a the ‘final
solution’.

For our full press release, visit our website: https://suffolkgli.wordpress.com/2022/12/12/suffolks-county-deal-big-
deal/

Modern Slavery

As the Council’s modern slavery annual statement was voted through cabinet, SCC have released an information
bulletin to report any possible signs of modern slavery within your local communities.

General signs of modern slavery cant include: Isolation, restricted movement, poor living conditions, unusual travel
arrangements, and physical appearance of abuse.

If you suspect a modern slavery crime is being committed, but there is no immediate risk of harm, you can report it
to the Police on 101, or the Modern Slavery and Exploitation Helpline on 0800 121 700 — if there is immediate
danger, phone 999.

For further contact, email: community.safety@suffolk.gov.uk
For more information, visit: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-safety/communities/community-
safety/modern-slavery

Suffolk Looks for more Hosts

Suffolk is looking for new hosts to help support refugees. Accommodation must be available to guests for a
minimum of 6 months. Hosts will be eligible to receive the £350 thank you payment for up to 6 months or more,
depending on the date your guests arrived in the UK (12 months starting from the date your guests first arrived in
the UK).

If you know anyone that might be interested, please encourage them sign up via the Suffolk County Council
website, or by emailing refugeesupport@suffolk.gov.uk.

Follow us on:

Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@ SuffolkGLI) / Twitter

Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/suffolkgli_group/

Facebook - Search ‘Suffolk GLI - Green, Liberal Democrat & Independent Group’

Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group — The GLI Group at Suffolk County Council
(suffolkgli.wordpress.com)
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